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RAINDROPS
A Slight Change In the Weather

As we've explained in recent issues,
this year RAIN merged its operations
with Portland's Center for Urban Educa
tion. With this merger come some chang
es and clarifications in our editorial
direction. Although some of the details
are still being discussed, we thought
we'd provide you with some of the
broader outlines as they are emerging.
As many of you know, RAIN was
subtitled "The Journal of Appropriate
Technology" up until the beginning of
1984. We had always conceived of appro
priate technology in broad terms, discuss
ing the ramifications for social institutions
and personal lifestyles as well as its
technical aspects. "Appropriate technol
ogy" seemed to be a very useful umbrella
concept throughout the seventies for
incorporating a whole range of concerns,
such as renewable energy development,
recycling, sustainable agriculture, com
munity land trusts, frugal lifestyles, and
so on.
But as we entered the eighties, A.T.
began to seem less useful as a way of
describing what RAIN was about. There
were many reasons for this. One was
that, despite our best efforts, many
people (especially those not already in
our circles) continued to confuse appro
priate technology with simply "new
gadgets," especially new energy gadgets,
without including the wider social context
that seemed important to us. And as
public concern about the "Energy Crisis,"
one of the driving forces behind the
appropriate technology movement,
began to wane, and as the business of
developing new energy gadgets became
increasingly commercialized and thus
removed from people's everyday experi
ence, RAIN'S old identification seemed to
relegate us to an increasingly marginal
role in the world.
Since dropping "The Journal of Appro
priate Technology" as our subtitle, we
have been doing some casting about for a
new umbrella term, a new central organ
izing principle, that will bring together in
a coherent fashion the range of concerns

we are involved in. In our discussions,
one idea that has continued to assert its
importance is the notion of community.
For us, an important aspect of appropriate
technology has been that it should enrich
relationships between people rather than
isolate them as most of our prevailing
technologies have done. RAIN has
always sought to empower people to
work together in their communities to
respond to various human needs in an
equitable and ecologically sound manner.
Our book Knowing Home perhaps best
typifies this approach.
"Community," "knowing home,"
"working together," "politics of place"—
these are some of the words and phrases
that keep cropping up in our discussions
about the future direction of RAIN. We
see local community as a place where
people of different races, cultural tradi
tions, social classes, and political ideolo
gies can work together on practical
projects and transcend some of these
differences. We also see community as a
place where the values of participation,
social justice, non-violent conflict resolu
tion, and ecological harmony can be put
into practice.
Clearly, using the concept of communi
ty as a primary touchstone for RAIN
content is not a change in our direction so
much as a clarification and slight shift in
emphasis, one that may narrow our
range of subject matter in some ways and
expand it in others. If you have any
comments on any of the ideas expressed
here, we'd love to hear from you.
This Issue

The theme of community pervades this
issue. The lead article by John McKnight
demonstrates the way both land and
community can be damaged by "new and
improved" technological and social
innovations. Toward the end of the
article, McKnight suggests a return to
traditional wisdom to help cultivate
community.
Traditional wisdom is found in abun-
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dance in the ideas and work of Griscom
Morgan, who is interviewed in the
following article. Griscom and his father,
the late Arthur Morgan, have done
perhaps as much as anyone in America to
cultivate community. Community Service
Inc., founded by the Morgans in 1942,
bases its work on nearly half a century of
practical experience with communities,
plus extensive knowledge of community
life in other cultures and other periods of
history. A review of the new edition of
Arthur Morgan's classic. The Small
Community, accompanies the interview
with the younger Morgan.
Trying to build a sense of transnational
community across a historical schism of
distrust and fear is the subject of Joel
Schatz's article, "Reflections Along the
U.S.-Soviet Frontier." Perhaps the more
we begin to see the Soviet people as "us,"
rather than "them," the harder it will be
for our government to convince us to go
along with its elaborate, expensive, and
dangerous plans to protect us from
"them."
Building community involves working
together, and often this is done in some
kind of formal organization. The better
skills we have for working in these
organizations, the better we will be able
to achieve our goals. This is why we offer
"Tools for Better Meetings," a useful set
of guidelines for an activity almost all
organizations engage in. Expect to find
more of these organizational how-to
pieces in future issues.
Staffing Status

I would make up one half of that team,
but we are still looking for the other half.
If you are interested and have a strong
background in community concerns,
request a job description from Stephen
Schneider, Center for Urban Education,
0245 SW Bancroft, Portland, OR 97201.
We hope to find our ideal co-editor by
sometime early next year. In the interim,
Ralph Coulson, who assisted with the
last issue, has been hired for a six-month
position. Welcome, Ralph.
The other new face around here is our
intern, Rebecca Golden. She has been in
charge of managing much of the informa
tion flow around here (requesting books,
magazines, and organizational literature
for review, filing things once they come
in, and so on). —ELS
Subscription Expiration

For those of you who wonder: The last
issue of your subscription is indicated by
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the four-digit number in the upper righthand corner of your mailing label (for
instance, 12 03 means your sub expires
with volume 12, number 3). We do our
best to notify you when your sub is
expiring. We send out a flier with a
postage-paid envelope before your last
issue reaches you, we stamp "Renew,
now, this is your last issue" on your last
issue, and we send another flier and
postage-paid envelope to those who
haven't already renewed after their last
issue.
Also, we mail RAIN at the nonprofit,
third-class postage rate. Under most
circumstances, the Post Office will not
forward this class of mail. If you wish to
receive all your issues of RAIN, you must
notify us of your change of address.
Please remember that we need your old
address as well as your new address.
—-AL

MOVING?
If you're moving, please let us know. With a month's notice we can make sure you get
each issue of RAIN. But if you don't let us know, you may miss out. The U.S. Postal
Service doesn't usually forward RAIN's class of mail.

Attach your address label here (or copy it carefully):

CITY

RTATT?

ZIP

After a fairly long process of searching
for a new editor, it was decided that the
job would be much better handled by a
two-person team. It was also decided that

New address:

CITY .. .

STATE

ZIP

Mail to: RAIN, 3116 North WUIiams, Portland, OR
97227
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SCATTERED
Women and Technology

Nuclear Power Outlawed in Denmark

On August third, more than 130 women attended a
historic event in Portland. "Women and Technology:
Changes in the Workplace" brought together feminists,
educators, union members, technology professionals, and
technicians. According to conference organizer Mimi
Maduro, this was the first community-based conference in
the U.S. on this topic. She said the only other similar
events, in New York and San Diego, were sponsored by
universities.
The one-day conference looked at the technological
changes occuring in the workplace and how these changes
affect women. Two key facts were considered: Technology
is transforming the way we work, and women are entering
the work force at an unprecedented rate. From these two
facts other critical questions were examined: What jobs are
women going to hold in technological fields? How are
women influencing technology in the workplace?
The keynote speaker. Dr. Sally Hacker from Oregon
State University, provided a theoretical framework for the
day's sessions. Hacker's life work has been dedicated to
researching women, work, and technology issues. Dr.
Corky Bush from the University of Idaho provided a histori
cal framework emphasizing the bottom line: technology is
political.
Workshops included discussions on the effects of technol
ogy on employment, job skills development, automating
the office, women technical managers, starting your own
technology-based business, career options, and managing
technological anxiety. The conference was spearheaded by
a group of seven Portland women and co-sponsored by the
Portland YWCA.

The nuclear industry is finding something rotten in
Denmark. In March of this year, the Danish Parliament
voted to approve the following statement: "The Parliament
directs the government to adjust the official energy plans to
include the condition that nuclear power will not be used.
The government shall therefore inform the electric utilities
that they will not receive approval for application for
permission to construct nuclear power plants."
This decision is the culmination of 11 years of active
opposition to plans presented by the electric utilities to
introduce nuclear power into Denmark in 1973. The nation
al anti-nuclear organization, OOA, hailed the decision as a
great victory. It warned, however, that unless concrete
steps are taken the decision will be simply a symbolic
gesture that can be changed at any time. The OOA has
therefore decided to remain in existence to pursue the
following projects: conservation and renewable energy,
cogeneration, low-temperature heating systems, the
prohibition of electric heat in new construction, withdrawal
of government funding for nuclear power research, and a
call for Denmark's participation in international non
proliferation activity.
(Source: NECNP Nesletter, Summer 1985.)

Corporate Execs Jailed for Toxic
Dumping
"Warning: The illegal disposal of toxic wastes will result in jail.
We should know; loc got caught!"
This was the lead-in to an adverHsement that recently
appeared in the Los Angeles Times. The full-page ad, spon
sored by American Caster Company at a cost of $15,000,
was the result of a judgement against that company for
"clandestine ... midnight dumping" of toxic wastes. In
addition, the company had to pay a $20,000 fine and put up
another $20,000 for clean-up costs. American Caster's
president and vice president are also serving six-month jail
sentences.
This advertising for corporate responsibility and admit
ting guilt publicly was the result of action by the Los Ange
les Toxic Waste Strike Force, which uses undercover moni
toring and SWAT-like tactics to discover illegal waste
dumping. The force is made up of people from the state
and county health departments, and city police, fire, and
sanitation workers.
(Source: Good Money, July/August 1985.)

Fertilizer from Renewable Resources
A process to produce nitrogen fertilizer using primarily
air, water, and electrical energy has been developed for use
in remote areas or developing countries where fertilizer
must be imported at high cost.
Designed by researchers at the Batelle-C.F. Kettering
Research Laboratory in Yellow Springs, Ohio, a prototype
system was installed recently in Nepal, where electrical
energy to power the process is being harnessed by a water
turbine. Energy to operate the arc-reactor system also can
be generated by wind-electric and photovoltaic power
sources.
Battelle's system uses an electric arc reactor to combine
renewable resources such as nitrogen and oxygen from air
with water to produce a weak nitric acid. When the acid
reacts with a neutralizing agent such as limestone in an
absorbtion column, it yields calcium nitrate fertilizer.
(Source: Bio-Joule, July 1985.)

Energy Recovery System from L.A.
Wastewater
The solids handling portion of the City of Los Angeles
Hyperion Treatment Plant is in the process of being trans
formed from a traditional sewage plant to a super-modem
facility that will treat over 370 million gallons of sewage
each day and generate enough electricity to run all of
Hyperion's operations plus an additional 19,000 homes.
The HERS project (Hyperion Energy Recovery System)
will include sludge processing from wastewater treatment
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SHOWERS
to produce sludge-derived fuel. The plant is scheduled to
come on line by March 1986.
The current system of generating digester gas will be
retired. A gas turbine, combined cycle system will be
installed which will nearly quadruple electrical production
to 24.9 MW. This is 10 MW in excess of the plant's needs.
The excess will be sold to utilities for an estimated $5.3
million a year. That, plus saving $7.4 million yearly by not
buying power, adds up to $12.7 million in savings, which
should provide an annual credit of $300,000 over the $12.4
million needed to run the plant each year.
The capital cost of the project will be about $198.2 million.
Seventy-five percent of the funding is coming from the
Environmental Protection Agency, 12.5 percent from the
State Water Resources Control Board, and the City of Los
Angeles will provide 2.5 to 12.5 percent of the project's
costs.
(Source: Bio-Joule, July 1985.)

Solar Tax Credits
Today, renewable energy sources—solar thermal and
photovotaics, wind, hydropower, biomass, and geothermal
—provide nearly 10 percent of U.S. energy, while conserva
tion and efficiency improvements effectively supply 21
percent through savings, according to Solar Lobby. Ironical
ly, tax credits for renewable energy and conservation,
which amount to only about five percent of the tax subsidies
given to oil, gas, nuclear, and fossil electric sources, will
expire this year unless Congress takes action.
Recently the oil and gas industries and the electric utilities
testified that even with their tax credits in place, and
without disruptions in the Middle East, energy shortages
will occur within the next five to 10 years. Renewable
energy provides a prudent insurance policy for America's
future energy independence.
Legislation has been introduced in Congress (H.R. 2001
and S. 1220) to provide for subsidies for renewables and
conservation. For more information on Solar Tax credits,
contact: The Solar Lobby, 1001 Connecticut Avenue NW,
%638, Washington, DC 20036; 202/466-6350.

World Bank Stops Brazilian
Deforestation Loan
On April 1, the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, a.k.a. the World Bank, stopped payment
on $209 million of a loan for a road-building and develop
ment project known as Polonoreste, in northwest Brazil.
Thirty environmental and human rights groups from the
U.S., Brazil, and 10 other countries had opposed continued
financing of the project, which has caused deforestation
and destruction of Indian lands. Natural Resources Defense
Council attorney Bruce Rich, who helped spearhead the
project, said that the cutoff "represents the first time the
Bank has halted disbursements for environmental reasons."
(Source: Not Man Apart, July/August 1985.)

Innovative Bike Shelters in New York
In New York City, there are 2.5 million bicycles, and
60,000 people commute via bicycle daily. Storing those
bicycles is a problem because of small apartments and
security concerns. Early this year, Gail Boorstein of the
Strycker's Bay Neighborhood Council initiated a design
contest to try to solve the storage problem.
The Bicycle Shelter Project requested submissions that
were "economical, street-wise, and appealing." More than
forty-five proposals came in, and three winners were
chosen. One winning design uses wrought iron for a picket
fence look, a common feature of N.Y. brownstone architec
ture, and another features a kiosk design using roll-up
metal doors similar to those used by shopkeepers in Man
hattan. One very street-wise design proposed using old
vans, with seats and motor removed and windows covered
over, as shelters.
The Bicycle Shelter Project is now seeking $15,000 to
build prototypes. Eventually, they hope well-designed
shelters will protect bicycles and free up apartment space in
many cities. For information, contact: Bicycle Shelter
Project, Strycker's Bay Neighborhood Council Inc., 561
Columbus, New York, NY 10024; 212/874-7272.
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John Deere
and the
Bereavement
Counselor:
Turning
Community
Into Desert
The following article has been reprinted by permission of the
E.F. Schumacher Society. It is one of a series of Schumacher
Lectures available in booklet form for $3 each from: E.F.
Schumacher Society, Box 76A, RD 3, Great Barrington, MA
01230.

by John McKnight
Only eleven years ago, E.F. Schumacher startled
western societies with a revolutionary economic analysis
that found “Small Is Beautiful." His book concluded
with these words:
The guidance we need ... cannot be found in science or
technology, the value of which utterly depends on the ends
they serve; but it can still be found in the traditional wisdom
of mankind.

Because traditional wisdom is passed on through
stories rather than studies, it seems appropriate that this
lecture should take the form of a story.

Making Deserts
The story begins as the European pioneers crossed
the Alleghenies and started to settle the Midwest. The
land they found was covered with forests. With incredi
ble effort they felled the trees, pulled the stumps, and
planted their crops in the rich loamy soil.
When they finally reached the western edge of the
place we now call Indiana, the forest stopped and ahead
lay a thousand miles of the great grass prairie. The

Europeans were puzzled by this new environment.
Some even called it the "Great Desert." It seemed unin
habitable. The earth was often very wet and it was
covered with centuries of tangled and matted grasses.
With their cast iron plows, the settlers found that the
prairie sod could not be cut and the wet earth stuck to
their plowshares. Even a team of the best oxen bogged
down after a few yards of tugging. The iron plow was a
useless tool to farm the prairie soil. The pioneers were
stymied for nearly two decades. Their western march
was halted and they filled in the eastern regions of the
Midwest.
In 1837, a blacksmith in the town of Grand Detour,
Illinois, invented a new tool. His name was John Deere
and the tool was a plow made of steel. It was sharp
enough to cut through matted grasses and smooth
enough to cast off the mud. It was a simple tool, the
"sod buster" that opened the great prairies to agricultur
al development.
Sauk County, Wisconsin is part of that prairie where I
have a home. It is named after the Sauk Indians. In
1673, Father Marquette was the first European to lay his
eyes upon their land. He found a village laid out in a
regular pattern on a plain beside the Wisconsin River.
He called the place Prairie du Sac. The village was
surrounded by fields that had provided maize, beans,
and squash for the Sauk people for generations reaching
back into unrecorded time.
When the European settlers arrived at the Sauk prairie
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in 1837, the government forced the native Sauk people
west of the Mississippi River. The settlers came with
John Deere's new invention and used the tool to open
the area to a new kind of agriculture. They ignored the
traditional ways of the Sauk Indians and used their sodbusting tool for planting wheat.
Initially the soil was generous and the farmers thrived.
However, each year the soil lost more of its nurturing
power. It was only 30 years after the Europeans arrived
with their new technology that the land was depleted.
Wheat farming became uneconomical and tens of thou
sands of farmers left Wisconsin seeking new land with
sod to bust.
It took the Europeans and their new technology just
one generation to make their homeland into a desert.
The Sauk Indians who knew how to sustain themselves
on the Sauk prairie land were banished to another kind
of desert called a reservation. And even they forgot
about the techniques and tools that had sustained them
on the prairie for generations unrecorded.
And that is how it was that three deserts were created
—Wisconsin, the reservation, and the memories of
people.
A century later, the land of the Sauks is now populat
ed by the children of a second wave of European farmers
who learned to replenish the soil through regenerative
powers of dairying, ground cover crops and animal
manures. These third and fourth generation farmers
and townspeople do not realize, however, that a new
settler is coming soon with an invention as powerful as
John Deere's plow.

The Bereavement Counselor
The new technology is called "bereavement counsel
ing." It is a tool forged at the great state universities, an
innovative technique to meet the needs of those experi
encing the death of a loved one, a tool that can process
the grief of the people who now live on the Prairie of the
Sauk.

The counselor calls the invention a
service and assures the prairie folk of its
effectiveness hy invoking the name of
the great university while displaying a
diploma and certificate.

As one can imagine the final days of the village of the
Sauk Indians before the arrival of the settlers with John
Deere's plow, one can also imagine the arrival of the
first bereavement counselor at Prairie du Sac. In these
final days, the farmers and the townspeople mourn at
the death of a mother, brother, son, or friend. The
bereaved is joined by neighbors and kin. They meet
grief together in lamentation, prayer, and song. They
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call upon the words of clergy and surround themselves
in community.
It is in these ways that they grieve and then go on
with life. Through their mourning they are assured of
the bonds between them and renewed in the knowledge
that this death is a part of the past and the future of the
people on the Prairie of the Sauk. Their grief is common
property, an anguish from which the community draws
strength and gives the bereaved the courage to move
ahead.

The counselor's new tool will cut
through the social fabric, throwing
aside kinship, care, neighborly
obligations, and community ways of
coming together.
It is into this prairie community that the bereavement
counselor arrives with the new grief technology. The
counselor calls the invention a service and assures the
prairie folk of its effectiveness and superiority by invok
ing the name of the great university while displaying a
diploma and certificate.
At first, we can imagine that local people will be
puzzled by the bereavement counselor's claims. Howev
er, the counselor will tell a few of them that the new
technique is merely to assist the bereaved's community
at the time of death. To some other prairie folk who are
isolated or forgotten, the counselor will offer help in
grief processing. These lonely souls will accept the
intervention, mistaking the counselor for a friend.
For those who are penniless, the counselor will ap
proach the County Board and advocate the right to
treatment for these unfortunate souls. This right will be
guaranteed by the Board's decision to reimburse those
too poor to pay for counseling services.
There will be others, schooled to believe in the innova
tive new tools certified by universities and medical
centers, who will seek out the bereavement counselor
by force of habit. And one of these people will tell a
bereaved neighbor who is unschooled that unless his
grief is processed by a counselor, he will probably have
major psychological problems later in life.
Several people will begin to use the bereavement
counselor because, since the County Board now taxes
them to insure access to the technology, they will feel
that to fail to be counseled is to waste their money, and
to be denied a benefit, or even a right.
Finally, one day, the aged father of a Sauk woman
will die. And the next door neighbor will not drop by
because he doesn't want to interrupt the bereavement
counselor. The woman's kin will stay at home because
they will have learned that only the bereavement coun
selor knows how to process grief in the proper way. The
local clergy will seek technical assistance from the be
reavement counselor to learn the correct form of service
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pill designed to overcome the nausea created by an anti
cancer drug. They envision a prairie scattered with
pyramids of new technologies and techniques, each
designed to correct the error of its predecessor, but none
without its own error to be corrected. In building these
pyramids, they will also recognize the unlimited oppor
tunities for research, development, and badly needed
employment. Indeed, many will name this pyramiding
process "progress" and note its positive effect upon the
gross national product.
The countervailing view holds that these pyramiding
service technologies are now counterproductive con
structions, essentially impediments rather than monu
ments.
E.F. Schumacher helped clarify for many of us the
nature of those physical tools that are so counterproduc
tive that they become impediments. From nuclear gener
ators to supersonic transports, there is an increasing
recognition of the waste and devastation these new
physical tools create. They are the sons and daughters
of the sod buster.
It is much less obvious to many that the bereavement
counselor is also the sod buster's heir. It is more difficult
for us to see how service technology creates deserts.
Indeed, there are even those who argue that a good
society should scrap its nuclear generators in order to
recast them into plowshares of service. They would
replace the counterproductive goods technology with the

to deal with guilt and grief. And the grieving daughter
will know that it is the bereavement counselor who
really cares for her because only the bereavement coun
selor comes when death visits this family on the Prairie
of the Sauk.

Shredding the Fabric of Community
It will be only one generation between the time the
bereavement counselor arrives and the community of
mourners disappears. The counselor's new tool will cut
through the social fabric, throwing aside kinship, care,
neighborly obligations, and community ways of coming
together and going on. Like John Deere's plow, the
tools of bereavement counseling will create a desert
where a community once flourished.
And finally, even the bereavement counselor will see
the impossibility of restoring hope in clients once they
are genuinely alone with nothing but a service for conso
lation. In the inevitable failure of the service, the be
reavement counselor will find the desert even in herself.
There are those who would say that neither John
Deere nor the bereavement counselor have created
deserts. Rather, they would argue that these new tools
have great benefits and that we have focused unduly
upon a few negative side effects. Indeed, they might
agree with Eli Lilly whose motto was, "A drug without
side effects is no drug at all."
To those with this perspective, the critical issue is the
amelioration of the negative side effects. In Eli Lilly's
idiom, they can conceive of a new drowsiness-creating

At what point does the economics of a
service technology consume enough of
the commonwealth that all of society
becomes eccentric and distorted?

technology of modern medical centers, universi
ties, correctional systems, and nursing homes. It is
essential, therefore, that we have new measures of
service technologies that will allow us to distinguish
those that are impediments from those that are monu
mental.

service

Professional Services: Weighing the Costs
We can assess the degree of impediment incorporated
in modern service technologies by weighing four basic
elements. The first is the monetary cost. At what point
does the economics of a service technology consume
enough of the commonwealth that all of the society
becomes eccentric and distorted?
E.F. Schumacher helped us recognize the radical
social, political, and environmental distortions created
by huge investments in covering our land with concrete
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in the name of transportation. Similarily, we are now
investing 12 percent of our national wealth in "health
care technology" that blankets most of our communities
with a medicalized understanding of well-being. As a
result, we now imagine that there are mutant human
beings called health consumers. We create costly "health
making" environments that are usually large window
less rooms filled with immobile adult bicycles and dread
fully heavy objects purported to benefit one if they are
lifted.

E. E. TAYLOR/Oregon Historical Society

Beyond the negative side effect is the
possibility that a service technology can
produce the specific inverse of its stated
purpose.

The second element to be weighed was identified by
Ivan Illich as "specific counterproductivity." Beyond the
negative side effect is the possibility that a service tech
nology can produce the specific inverse of its stated
purpose. Thus, one can imagine sickening medicine,
stupifying schools, and crime-making correction sys
tems.
The evidence grows that some service technologies
are now so counterproductive that their abolition is the
most productive means to achieve the goal for which
they were initially established. Take for example the
experiment in Massachusetts where, under the leader
ship of Dr. Jerome Miller, the juvenile correction institu
tions were closed. As the most recent evaluation studies
indicate, the Massachusetts recidivism rate has declined
while comparable states with increasing institutionalized
populations see an increase in youthful criminality.
There is also the unmentionable fact that during
doctor strikes in Israel, Canada, and the United States,
the death rate took an unprecedented plunge.
Perhaps the most telling example of specifically coun
terproductive service technologies is demonstrated by
the Medicaid program that provides "health care for the
poor." In most states, the amount expended for medical
care for the poor is now greater than the cash welfare
income provided that same population. Thus, a low
income mother is given $1.00 in income and $1.50 in
medical care. It is perfectly clear that the single greatest
cause of her ill health is her low income. Nonetheless,
the response to her sickening poverty is an ever-growing
investment in medical technology—an investment that
now consumes her income.
The third element to be weighed is the loss of knowl
edge. Many of the settlers who came to Wisconsin with
John Deere's "sod-buster" had been peasant farmers in
Europe. There they had tilled the land for centuries
using methods that replenished its nourishing capacity.

However, once the land seemed unlimited and John
Deere's technology came to dominate, they forgot the
tools and methods that had sustained them for centuries
in the old land and created a new desert.
The same process is at work with the modern service
technologies and professions that use them. One of the
most vivid examples involves the methods of a new
breed of technologists called pediatricians and obstetri
cians. During the first half of the century, these techno
crats came, quite naturally, to believe that the preferred
method of feeding babies was with a manufactured
formula rather than breast milk. Acting as agents for the
new lactation technology, these professionals persuaded
a generation of women to abjure breast feeding in favor
of their more "healthful" way.
In the 1950s in a Chicago suburb, there was one wom
an who still remembered that babies could be fed by
breast as well as by can. However, she could find no
professional who would advise that she feed by breast.
Therefore, she began a search throughout the area for
someone who might still remember something about
the process of breastfeeding. Fortunately, she found one
woman whose memory included the information neces
sary to begin the flow of milk. From that faint memory,
breastfeeding began its long struggle toward restoration
in our society. These women started a club that multi
plied itself into thousands of small communities and
became an international association of women dedicated
to breastfeeding: La Leche League. This incredible
movement reversed the technological imperative in only
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one generation and has established breastfeeding as a
norm in spite of the countervailing views of the service
technologists.
Indeed, it was just a few years ago that the American
Academy of Pediatrics finally took the official position
that breastfeeding is preferable to nurturing infants
from canned products. It was as though the Sauk Indi
ans had recovered the Wisconsin prairie and allowed it
once again to nourish a people with popular tools.
The fourth element to be weighed is the “hidden
curriculum" of the service technologies. As they are
implemented through professional techniques, the
visible message of the interaction between professional
and client is, “you will be better because I know better."
As these professional techniques proliferate across the
social landscape, they represent a new praxis, an ever
growing pedagogy that teaches this basic message of the
service technologies. Through the propagation of belief
in authoritative expertise, professionals cut through the
social fabric of community and sow clienthood where
citizenship once grew.
It is clear, therefore, that to assess the purported
benefits of service technologies they must be weighed
against the sum of the socially distorting monetary costs
to the commonwealth, the inverse effects of the inter
ventions, the loss of knowledge, tools, and skills regard
ing other ways, and the anti-democratic consciousness
created by a nation of clients. Weighed in this balance,
we can begin to recognize how often the tools of profes
sionalized service make social deserts where communi
ties once bloomed.

Community Busters

JUDITH RAFFERTY

Unfortunately, the bereavement counselor is but one
of the many new professionalized servicers that plow
over our communities like John Deere's sodbusting
settlers. These new technologists have now occupied
much of the community's space and represent a power
ful force for colonizing the remaining social relations.

Nonetheless, the resistance against this invasion can
still be seen in local community struggles against the
designs of planners, parents' unions demanding control
over the learning of children, women's groups strug
gling to reclaim their medicalized bodies, and in commu
nity efforts to settle disputes and conflicts by stealing
the property claimed by lawyers.
Frequently, as in the case of La Leche League, this
decolonization effort is successful. Often, however, the
resistance fails and the new service technologies trans
form citizens and communities into social deserts grown
over with a scrub brush of clients and consumers.
This process is reminiscent of the final British con
quest of Scotland after the Battle of Culloden. The
British were convinced by a history of repeated uprisings
that the Scottish tribes would never be subdued. There
fore, after the battle, the British killed many of the
clansmen and forced the rest from their small crofts into
coastal towns where there was no choice but to emi
grate. Great Britain was freed of the tribal threat. The
clans were decimated and their lands given to the Eng
lish Lords who grazed sheep where communities once
flourished.

Through the propagation of belief in
authoritative expertise, professionals
cut through the social fabric of
community and sow clienthood where
citizenship once grew.
My Scots ancestors said of this final solution of the
Anglo Saxon, “They created a desert and called it free
dom."
Our modern experience with service technologies
tells us that it is difficult to recapture professionally
occupied space. We have also learned that whenever
that space is liberated, it is even more difficult to con
struct a new social order that will not be quickly coopted
again.
A vivid current example is the unfortunate trend
developing within the hospice movement. In the United
States, those who created the movement were attempt
ing to detechnologize dying—to wrest death from the
hospital and allow a death in the family.
Only a decade after the movement began, we can see
the rapid growth of “hospital-based hospices" and new
legislation reimbursing those hospices that will formally
tie themselves to hospitals and employ physicians as
central “care givers."
The professional cooption of community efforts to
invent appropriate techniques for citizens to care in
community has been pervasive. Therefore, we need to
identify the characteristics of those social forms that are
resistant to colonization by serving technologies while
enabling communities to cultivate and care. These
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authentic social forms are characterized by three basic
dimensions: they tend to be uncommodified, unmanaged
and uncurricularized.
The tools of the bereavement counselor made grief
into a commodity rather than an opportunity for commu
nity. Service technologies convert conditions into com
modities, and care into service.

Unfortunately, the bereavement
counselor is but one of the many new
professionalized servicers that plow
over our communities like John Deere's
sodbusting settlers.
The tools of the manager convert commonality into
hierarchy, replacing consent with control. Wherq once
there was a commons, the manager creates a corporahon.
The tools of the pedagogue create monopolies in the
place of cultures. By making a school of everyday life,
community definitions and citizen action are de-graded
and finally expelled.
It is this hard working team—the service professional,
the manager, and the pedagogue—that pull the tools of
"community busting" through the modern social land
scape. Therefore, if we are to recultivate community, we
will need to return this team to the stable, abjuring their
use.
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The white people never cared for the land or deer or bear.
When we kill meat, we eat it all. When we dig roots, we
make little holes. When we build houses, we make little
holes. When we burn grass for grasshoppers, we don't ruin
things. We shake down acorns and pinenuts. We don't chop
down trees. We only use dead wood. But the white people
plow up the ground, pull down the trees, kill everything.
The trees say "Don't. I am sore. Don't hurt me!" But they
chop it down and cut it up. The spirit of the land hates
them. They blast out trees and stir it up to its depths. They
saw up the trees. That hurts them . .. They blast rocks and
scatter them on the ground. The rock says, "Don't. You are
hurting me!" But the white people pay no attention. When
(we) use rocks, we take only little round ones for cooking . ..
How can the spirit of the earth like the white man? Every
where they have touched the earth, it is sore.

Blackhawk and his Wintu sister tell us that the land
has a Spirit. Their community on the prairie, their
ecology, was a people guided by that Spirit.
/
When John Deere's people came to the Sauk prairie,^'
they exorcised the prairie Spirit in the name of a new '
God, technology. Because it was a God of their making,
they believed they were Gods.
And they made a desert.
There are incredible possibilities if we are willing to
fail to be Gods. □ □
John McKnight is the associate director of the Center for
Urban Affairs at Northwestern University.

Cultivating Community
How will we learn again to cultivate community? It
was E.F. Schumacher who concluded that "the guidance
we need ... can still be found in the traditional wis
dom." Therefore, we can return to those who under
stand how to allow the Sauk prairie to bloom and sustain
a people.
One of their leaders, a Chief of the Sauk, was named
Blackhawk. After his people were exiled to the land
west of the Mississippi, and his resistance movement
was broken at the Battle of Bad Axe, Blackhawk said of
his Sauk prairie home:

But the settlers came with their new tools and the
prophecy was fulfilled. One of Blackhawk's Wintu
sisters described the result:

BARBARA GUNDLE

There, we always had plenty; our children never cried from
hunger, neither were our people in want. The rapids of our
river furnished us with an abundance of excellent fish, and
the land, being fertile, never failed to produce good crops of
corn, beans, pumpkins, and squashes. Here our village
stood for more than a hundred years. Our village was
healthy and there was no place in the country possessing
such advantages, nor hunting ground better than ours. If a
prophet had come to our village in those days and told us
that the things were to take place which have since come to
pass, none of our people would have believed the prophecy.
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The Morgan famil]/ of Yellow Springs, Ohio, must surely
represent a unique kind of American dynasty—not one of
corporate wealth or political power, but of intellectual gift and
social purpose. Their collective work represents a lineage of
thought that is indigenously American, one with roots in the
most fundamental J^ersonian ideals.
If Arthur Morgan, father, is the American who has best
given expression to the idea of community, then perhaps
Griscom Morgan, son, is the American who has best embodied
that ideal in his lifelong work. Along with his wife Jane and
the staff of Community Service Inc., the younger Morgan has
spent the last four decades inspiring and assisting the cause of
community.
Implicit in Griscom Morgan's analysis of our society is an
understanding of both the deep strength of basic American
principles and the sheer folly of our societal excesses. Un
doubtedly, since World War II he has observed successive
waves of change in American society—the rapid disintegration
of small towns and communities, the rise of suburbia, the
revival of interest in intentional community, the gentrification
of large cities, and the continued restructuring of the American
family. While no one may quite be able to predict the ultimate
resolution of such disparate trends, Morgan's fundamental
cause endures.
Witness the fact of this interview. It was the result of a short
visit to Community Service by myself and geographer Tom
■Detwyler in October of 1977. While much has changed since
that time, including a social and political climate that often
seems hostile to the concept of community, Griscom Morgan's
ideas remain fresh, vivid, and visionary.
As the three of us sat in the old house that is the Community
Services office—tape recorder running—Griscom drew lightly
from a well of information filled over many years. The follow
ing excerpts of our talk could only be considered a sampler of
ideas from a man whose contributions are wholly underappre
ciated. There is something profoundly sane in his vision.
Whether it will prevail is another story. -Steven Ames

Family,
Community,
and Economy :
A Conversation
with Griscom
Morgan
Interview by Steven Ames

Intentional Communities
Morgan: The orthodox concept of commune has always
been that if you want to live commmunally, you must
say goodbye to solitude. You are bound. You can no
longer think independently. That, to me, is a violation
of the fundamentals of human life. It's a violation of
community to try to make community a dominating
world unto itself. You've got to be part of the universe.
We bought the land for Celo Community in North
Carolina in 1938. After World War II it was settled by
people who had been in Civilian Public Service camps
and prisons objecting to the war. But we had been
working on the land trust and with the people in the
valley in regard to this concept before we bought any
land. We planned it through, talking with local people
so they would be involved.
Eventually, a sociologist came to study the communi
ty' Celo, he said, is an anachronism." He apparently
had assumed from past studies that a community must
have a common ideology or religious belief in order to
succeed. Whereas Celo's success, it seems, was precisely
because there was no lockstep—because people did
think independently. It was intentionally headed in a
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different direction than that of the orthodox commune.
Ames: Yet wasn't this diversity of thought and expres
sion a kind of common value?
Morgan: Definitely. There was a broader, overarching
perspective as a basis of unity in which a wide diversity
could live together. And also, for Celo, we conceived
that it should be intimately involved in the surrounding
community, rather than isolated from it.
Ames: Orthodox communes often seem to have been
intended to surpass traditional family roles. One won
ders if some of the people who later abandoned the
communal experiment were not reacting to such heavy
expectations.
Morgan: Historically, it has been looked upon as an
either/or situation: either you maintain the isolated
biological family or you eliminate it for the commune.
That, to me, is a discussion I would not want to engage
in. It may seem fitting to people who are reacting to the
disaster of the present-day fanuly, but in the long run I
don't think it makes sense.

For thousands of years all kinds of
experiments have taken place, yet the
biological family still remains a
universal in human society.
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society and to go on from there. When we do that, we
have tremendous possibilities ahead of us.
All the evidence I have seen—and I think there is
tremendous evidence—leads to the conclusion that the
biological family cannot exist without the larger associa
tion of the small community and that the small commu
nity by and large does not survive without the biological
family. If you have mass rearing of children, for exam
ple, as compared to their being dealt with individually,
some of the fundamental qualities of individuality are
lost.
Rosabeth Kanter has said that individualism must be
given up. But individuality is a very distinctive quality
without which we become mass-think. I think it is a
chacteristic of human life. By and large, we don't have
litters of young. A mother gives attention to one baby or
two babies. When we start to by-pass that process, I
think we do terrible violence to human character.
American society is characterized, says Robin Wil
liams, by polarization between the idea of the individual
as supreme and the society as supreme. Anthropologist
Paul Radin said that the stable, competent societies are
those in which this is not conceived of as a dichotomy.
That is to say, both are sacred—the individual and the
unities—and neither at the expense of the other. This is
made possible by having a larger configuration in which
both the family and the community are conceived of as
having their own life, neither one secondary to the
other.
As long as we view it as an either/or situation, it's like
saying, which are we going to dispense with, the right
leg or the left?

Small Towns
We recently had a visit from an Antioch graduate who
had been living with Point Barrow Eskimos. He ob
served that if there are any people in the world that
would have eliminated the biological family in prefer
ence for the commune—in terms of their experience and
circumstances—it would have been these people. They
are so utterly dependent upon one another. Under such
primitive conditions, any member of the family can be
gone in an instant, not coming back from whaling or
what not. Why, he asked, had they not dissolved their
families for a totally communal existence? Although
there are all kinds of factors that do not exist in our
society, he came to the conclusion that the biological
family is a fundamental unit of economy and responsi
bility. Without it you get into so many complications, it
simply takes too much energy.
I have observed this again and again when people
have tried to by-pass the family. For scores of thousands
of years, in hundreds of thousands of societies, all kinds
of experiments have taken place, yet the biological
family still remains a universal in human society. A
person can think, well. I'm going to invent a new way of
walking in which we'll have our feet in the air and our
hands on the ground—all manner of experiments can
happen. But I'd like not to repeat what most of human
evolution has explored pretty thoroughly. We need to
start with what is the fundamental nature of human

Ames: What is the significance of the current migration
of Americans back to small towns—where the intent is
something less than building intentional community?
Morgan: A great deal of this movement is more healthy
than most communal and intentional community en
deavors. But there must be an added ingredient if this
hopeful development is not to become sterile and deadended. A larger vision is necessary to carry it further.
Without that vision, it can become another kind of
provincialism. This new input of life from the city could
become isolated and be lost within a generation.
Ralph Borsodi preached his "Back to the Land" mes
sage during the Depression of the 1930's. Lots of people
did go back to land. But they found it was sterile, they
couldn't stand it, the economics of it wasn't working.
We could have a repetition of that experience unless we
have some new insights—some process to maintain the
integrity of the community. The same is true for inten
tional communities. They must have a larger vision and
process.
One of the problems is that people who are communi
cating in this setting are almost exclusively a universitytrained, middle class group. They are isolated from the
local "folk society." One Antioch alumnus who was
teaching here is now getting down on the ground in
Adams County, Ohio—the poorest county in the state.
The folk society that he is living among means a tremen
dous amount to him. But he, alone, living there would
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be lost with what he has to offer being isolated. And,
the folk society that he is living among is itself at a
disadvantage unless it has interaction with educated,
progressive people like himself.
There needs to be a parallel development in which
people like him have a conscious recognition of their
responsibility, their role, their function in relation to folk
society—to strengthen and reinforce it—and in which
the folk society recognizes the need for these people
who are coming in. Of course, all of this must be done in
an atmosphere of mutual respect instead of mutual
exploitation.

When communities become isolated
they die. We have to have mutual
reinforcement. We have to have a
community of communities all over
the country.

We need folk colleges—people's colleges—in such
places. Not just for intellectuals or whites, but to do
what Highlander College has done for Appalachia and
the South. If we had folk colleges to which the working
class and rural people from across a region could come
and have association with the intellectuals—then return
to their local communities with the strength and convic
tion of their own culture—these different groups of the
common people could reinforce each other.
We can't hold things together—and I think the Marx
ists are right here—we can't get to first base with inten
tional communities, with the middle class and intellectu
als, however competent they are in economics and
technology, if we've left the common people out of
consideration. And yet the Marxists are all haywire in so
many ways. They have no economy that works right.
They're essentially authoritarian. It tends to be state
capitalism, which is not a real socialist model.
I think one of our major contributions here at Commu
nity Service has been the understanding that capitalism
is not the market system. Capitalism is death to the
market system. The market system is what characterizes
healthy folk societies all over the world. People have
practically no understanding of why these healthy
economies were wiped out by capitalism. They don't
know how an economy comes to be dominated by
capital.

Community Economy
Ames: Why does the concept of "community economy"
seem like such an unapproachable one to most people?
Morgan: Alfred North Whitehead said the history of
civilization is the history of the countless generations it

takes to get people turned on to very simple but funda
mental ideas. Take, for example, the resistance to new
approaches in science. Scientists for the most part are '
absolutely incapable of even recognizing laboratory
demonstrations of what they think is not so. When
Arthur Koestler got turned on to a different view of
reality, he went to orie of the prominent physicists he'd
known as a young man and told him what he had expe
rienced and understood. He said the fellow went white.
"Is that so?! All my life is gone!" It's terribly upsetting.
I gave a copy of my essay "The Simplicity of Economic
Reality" to the professor of Marxian economics at Anti
och. He had it for quite awhile and then I invited him to
come speak with my class. He came and ranted and
raved for an hour. A student asked him if he had read
the essay and he said, "Well, I glanced at it. It's utopian,
it's counter-revolutionary, it's reformist, it's impossi
ble." The students couldn't make heads nor tails of what
he was saying. He was simply upset.
Ames: The larger economic system continues to destroy
small towns and rural America, supplanting local econo
mies, yet people cling to the idea that this is somehow
good for them.
Morgan: I anticipate the breakdown of our economy in
this society. My hope is that we will be ready enough for
that breakdown—that we can get something moving
that will work in its stead.
Ames: How can that happen when the cultural basis for
a more decentralized society is being destroyed by the
larger system, with its homogenization of peoples and
total integration of communication?
Morgan: This happened in ancient Greece and in the
ancient world many times. Matthew Arnold spoke to
this subject a hundred years ago. He described this
breakdown and some of the characteristics of those
societies in the past. He said that when the Hebrews
and Greeks were going through this process of break
down, they had the doctrine of the remnant: that out of
the mass society there would be a very small group of
people who would hold themselves together enough to
maintain and develop an alternative way. But, he said
that it was often such a small population that spoke the
same language, in very limited communication, that
they did a poor job of it. Arnold anticipated that what
had happened to past civilizations would happen to the
United States.

The Future of America
But there is one major difference today. There are
now so many people speaking one language, with the
capacity for communication, that the remnant will be
large enough to do much more than they ever have in
the past. So the very fact of homogenization of our
society gives an opportunity for a larger remnant to do
better. We will have a larger critical mass, and more
places where it can become established.
I've seen the other process again and again. A com
munity gets started way off in the wilderness, thinking
that they're going to do things. But they become so
isolated that they die. We have to have mutual reinforce
ment. We have to have a community of communities all
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over the country. It won't just be one remnant. There
will be lots of remnants, some of them more successful
than others.
I think something like what happened to the Roman
Empire will happen here: all kinds of groups, all kinds
of movements, developing a new morale out of the
demoralization of the old. So along with the fact that all
kinds of old orders and regionalisms and localisms will
be dying, there will be larger fellowships, transcending
these regionalisms and localisms, which will have
something deeply in common, that will be reinforcing,
that will give a new beginning.
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A while ago, a German journalist came to study in the
United States. He hadn't been here before. When he
was through, someone asked him: "Isn't this a terrible
place?" He replied: "I'm tremendously excited about the
United States. The United States is just being born.
What you see are just the dying remnants of Europe.
But what's coming is a wonderful thing and its just
being born out of the ashes of the old order." □ □
Steven Ames is a former RAIN editor who lives and works in
Portland.

ACCESS: Community

Arthur E. Morgan (FROM: The Small
Community, photo by ]oe ]. Marx)
The Small Community: Foundation of
Democratic Life, by Arthur E.
Morgan, 1942/1984, 314 pp., $10 from:
Community Service Inc.
PO Box 243
Yellow Springs, OH 45387

Arthur Morgan was a man whose
vision was at once profoundly radical
and deeply conservative, drawing
upon and seeking to preserve the best
of human cultural tradition. And
Morgan strongly believed that the best
of human cultural tradition could be
found in the life of the small com
munity.
Morgan was an idealist whose
idealism was tempered by many years
of practical experience in a variety of
fields. The Small Community demon
strates a mature wisdom and breadth
of knowledge of a man in his sixties
whose lifetime activities had included
engineering, participating in the
creation of the League of Narions,
development of India's Rural Universi

ty System, being president of Antioch
College, being the first chairman of the
Tenessee Valley Authority, and found
ing Community Service Inc. Morgan
was no armchair philosopher.
Although The Small Community was
written in 1942, its message has not
become outdated nor lost significance.
If anything, the book is more needed
now than it was then. Witness this
passage from the book:
If the cell walls or tissue walls of the
human body should be dissolved, the
body would quickly die. Similarly a
social organism ... is composed of cells
and organs—individuals, families, and
communal and functional societies.
Each of these in its way has its own cell
or tissue wall, its own individual life. ■
Only by maintaining its separateness
and identity can its indigenous culture
be kept alive and transmitted with
dependableness from generation to
generation.
Today, as seldom, if ever, before, society
is dissolving its cell and tissue walls,
and as a result is losing power to
preserve and to transmit its basic
culture.
In our time, with its instruments of
mass media, mass markets, and mass
culture, this process of dissolution is
rapidly accelerating. Do we yet under
stand the significance of this? Is there
anything we can do to counterbalance
this massification of society?
The Small Community has much to
offer in this regard. After defining
some basic concepts, discussing the
role of the small community in differ
ent cultures through history, and
discussing the importance of maintain
ing community in the modern world,
the book offers a number of guidelines
for community design. These include
discussions of appropriate scale, local
economic self-reliance, community
planning, community councils, skills
banks, cooperatives, health, social
services, and religious institutions.

It was refreshing to find a practical
and empirical approach taken through-,
out Morgan's discussion of communi
ty, rather than a reliance on theory or
sentimentality. For example, although
small community was his primary
subject, his discussion of appropriate
scale recognized that the community is
not the proper locus for all human
endeavors, and that regional, national,
and international organizations are
necessary for many things. In fact, the
book includes one of the best discus
sions of regionalism I've seen, proba
bly a product of his involvement with
TVA. Bioregionalists, take note.
If you believe in the enduring value
of family, friends, and face-to-face
interactions amidst a culture dominat
ed by television, VCRs, automobiles,
shopping malls, and rootless popula
tions, then you'll probably greatly
appreciate The Small Community.
—FLS
Community Service Newsletter,
bimonthly, comes with $15/year
membership to:
Community Service Inc.
PO Box 243
Yellow Springs, OH 45387

This spare and humble little 12-page
newsletter comes from Community
Service Inc., an organization founded
by Arthur Morgan in 1940, and headed
by Griscom Morgan and his wife Jane
for many years. Community Service
exists to "promote the small communi
ty as a basic social institution involving
organic units of economic, social, and
spiritual development." The newslet
ter focuses on concerns relevant to the
family, intentional communities, and
small towns. It consists of articles,
book reviews, announcements, and
reader participation. Few organiza
tions serve the cause of community as
well as Coinmunity Service. —FLS
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ACCESS: Green Politics
Some have called the rise of the Green
movement the most significant political
development since the rise of socialism over
100 years ago. Whether the Greens will have
as great an impact as socialism has had on
world history remains to be seen, but the
present significance of Green politics lies in
the extent to which it has established itself
firmly outside the one-dimensional left-right
spectrum of traditional politics, thus helping
to redefine the terms of political debate.
“We are neither left nor right; we are in
front,” proclaim die Griinen (the Greens) of
West Germany, who brought Green politics
into the spotlight in 1983 by winning seats in
the German national assembly. Instead of
focusing on the ownership of the means of
production or the distribution of wealth
within industrial society. Green critiques aim
at industrial society itself—its centralization,
giantism, and reckless pursuit ofgroivth —
and articulate a vision for society profoundly
different from anything else being offered in
the arena of politics.
This vision (socially and ecologically
responsible, participatory, and non-violent)
has been inspiring the emergence of Green
movements worldwide. Green organizations
have sprouted in most western European
countries, Canada, Australia, and japan.
Curiously, even though many Green ideas
originated in the U.S., this country has been
relatively slozu in establishing an organization
al vehicle to carry these ideas into the public
arena. As Jonathan Porritt has said, even
though the U.S. offers a “veritable patchwork
quilt of progressive thinking and action ... it
is as if the many different patches were all
lying around on the floor zoaiting to be
painstakingly stitched together."
But here, too, the Green vision is beginning
to take root. In recent months we have seen a
flurry of activity in theNorthzoest, and have
heard about Green organizing in others parts
of the country, particularly California and the
Northeast.
What does it all mean? Will Green politics
become a movement of major historical
significance or is it just another passing eddy
in the backzvaters of mainstream politics? We
offer the follozoing resources as a sampling of
the current manifestations of Green politics,
and invite our readers to find their ozon
answers. -ELS

Seeing Green; The Politics of Ecology
Explained, by Jonathan Porritt, 1985,252
pp., $6.95 from:
Basil Blackwell
432 Park Avenue South
Suite 1505
New York, NY 10016

This is the best book available on the
emerging Green perspective in its totality.
It is one of those rare books that handles
complex and serious ideas in a simple
(but not simplistic) and entertaining
manner.
Given the subtitle and the author's
position as director of Friends of the
Earth (U.K.), I expected a strong environ
mentalist bias but was pleased to find a
balanced and comprehensive account of
the full range of Green concerns—peace,
feminism, grassroots democracy, decen
tralized economics, spirituality, interna
tional relations, social justice, and deep
ecology. That Porritt manages to be
entertaining but thorough, comprehen
sive but not overwhelming, is a testimony
to his grasp of his material and ability as a
writer. Seeing Green is an excellent intro
duction to Green ideas for the curious but
uninitiated.
Porritt begins with a summary of
Green activity in Europe and a chapter
distinguishing the Green world view
from that prevailing in modern industrial
society. Part Two consists of a Green
critique of various problems found in
contemporary society: global environ
mental deterioration, the reckless growth
ethic of industrialism, militarism, eco
nomic decline, alienation, and spiritual
impoverishment. It's a kind of Green
"state-of-the-world" report. Part Three
presents Green alternatives in economics,
national defense, political structures,
health care, community life, environmen
tal protection. Third World relations, and
spirituality.
Porritt's Green vision is compelling,
but unfortunately, like many writers with
good ideas and visions, he has little to say
about the path to get there. Part Four,
which describes ways of putting Green
politics into practice and the challenges
that must be faced, is disappointing.
Given Porritt's years of experience with
the Ecology Party (in a political system
much more akin to ours than is West
Germany's), one might hope for some
distilled advice for Green activists in
America. No such luck. The final chapter.

"the Greening of America" (written
especially for the American edition),
contains some useful insights, but betrays
an uneven understanding of the Ameri
can political scene, as is evidenced by the
misrepresentation of the bioregional
movement here, and offers few sugges
tions for organizational strategy. (Addi
tionally, the chapter in my copy is marred
by some misplaced sections of text and
other copy editing and proofreading
errors. Presumably, these will be correct
ed in a later edition.) The final chapter of
Spretnak and Capra's Green Politics (see
RAIN X:5, page 12) remains the most
useful writing we have for organizing
Green politics in this country.
The Tederal Program of the Green Party of
West Germany, 1984, $4 from:
Inland Book Company
22 Hemingway Avenue
East Haven, CT 06512

Translation of the political platform of the
West German Greens as of March 1983.
This is probably the most detailed state
ment of Green policy and programs
available.
Green Politics; The Spiritual Dimension,
by Charlene Spretnak, 1984,40 pp., $3
from:
E.F. Schumacher Society
Box 76A, RD 3
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Greens have articulated fairly clear
positions on the subjects of sustainable
economics, sustainable democracy, and a
sustainable world order. Charlene Spret
nak, co-author oiGreen Politics: The Global
Promise, suggests in this lecture that
Green principles have spiritual implica
tions that have not yet been clearly
articulated. She asks: What is sustainable
religion? In other words, what sorts of
spiritual principles promote lasting,
harmonious relationships between
people, between cultures, and between
humans and the rest of the planet?
Spretnak argues that the Green spiritu
ality must be true to Green principles
while honoring the religious pluralism in
our society and encouraging people to do
their own thinking on spiritual matters.
Instead of demanding that the Green
movement redefine and recreate an
entirely new form of religion, she argues
for identifying and encouraging the
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Green-oriented elements of existing
religious traditions. For example, she
applauds the growing movement within
Judaism and Christianity to eschew
planetary dominion for stewardship,
viewing the entire web of life on earth as
God's creation and thus sacred.
Spretnak concludes by suggesting four
key points for Green spirituality: "Sus
tainable religion in the Green vision for
society entails the 1200 'primary religious
bodies' in our country emphasizing four
areas that are already contained in their
traditions: spiritual development through
inner growth, ecological wisdom, gender
equality, and social responsibility. If we
would simply ^efsenoMS about these four
areas, can you imagine the transformation
of American religion that would result?"
Bioregionalism and Ecological Politics,
by David Haenke, 1984,30 pp., $4 from:
New Life Farm
PO Box 129
Drury, MO 65638

Authored by David Haenke, longtime
Ozarkian bioregional activist and con
venor of the first North American Bioregiona! Congress, this short booklet
outlines many of the implications of
conducting politics from a standpoint of
biocentrism (that is, in the interest of all
life, not just humans).
Interregional Committees of
Correspondence
PO 80x14748
Minneapolis, MN 55414

We announced the formation of the
Interregional Committees of Correspon
dence in our November 1984 issue. The
ICC was set up as a national networking
office to "encourage multi-leveled move
ment building" among local and regional
Green groups nationwide. As a national
organization, it has thus far had a rather
fitful history due to problems with
funding and self-definition. The national
office now seems to have stabilized at a
fairly minimal level (one part-time staff
person working out of his home), with a
national working group of about a dozen
people fulfilling different functions
related to national organizing and
networking (such as developing an
organizing kit, publishing a national
newsletter, drafting a platform, coordi
nating regional representatives, and so
on).
Meanwhile, organizing activity at the
local level has been going well in many
areas around the country. As more local
groups come together and begin to assess
their needs, the ICC will have something

to network and its role will become
clearer. Certainly, one important function
is to facilitate communication between
different groups, a function that will be
served by its national newsletter. The
first issue is due out this fall.
You can become a founding participant
in the ICC with a $15 contribution, which
entitles you to a local organizing packet, a
year of newsletters, and a list of other
contacts in your region. Send to address
above.
"The Japan Green Federation," in
Akwesasne Notes, Spring 1985, and "The
Programme of the European Greens," in
Akwesasne Notes, Summer 1985, $1.50/
issue, $8/year (six issues) from:
Akwesasne Notes
Mohawk Nation
via Rooseveltown, NY 13683
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"The Green Party Comes of Age," by
Horace Mewes, in Environment, June
1985, $4 from:
Heldref Publications
4000 Albermarle Street, NW
Washington, DC 20016

A sympathetic yet critical view of recent
developments in the Green party of West
Germany, primarily from an environmen
tal perspective. We learn of the problems
die Griinen have had with factionalism,
with their rotation system for holding
political office, and with the cooptation of
some of their programs by other parties,
primarily the Social Democrats (some see
this last as a success rather than a prob
lem). On the whole, this article gives an
informative and current account of a very
significant political phenomenon across
the Atlantic that most Americans still
know very little about.

Akwesasne Notes, well-known for its fine

coverage of issues concerning Native
Green Politics A.T. Directory, in Tranet,
Americans and indigenous peoples
Summer 1985, $7.50 from: _
throughout the world, has recently
Tranet
shown an interest in Green politics.
Box 567
These two articles can help Americans
Rangeley, ME 04970
better understand the international
character of the Green movement. The
first is a founding statement by the Japan Probably the most complete directory of
Green organizations throughout the
Green Federation, an association of 13
Green organizations in Japan. The second world currently available.
is a policy statement by the European
Greens, an association of Green parties
Green Alliance Newsletter, published
throughout Europe, which calls for,
irregularly, inquire for price from:
among other things, a "Europe of Re
Green Alliance Network
gions, free from the division imposed by
PO Box 55
artificial borders, and working together to
Cooma 2630
conserve and develop their cultural and
AUSTRALIA
physical diversity."
Reports on Green-oriented activism from
the land down under. Kind of funky in its
format, the Green Alliance offers a lively
collection of discussions on permaculture
(from the place where the concept was
invented), land use policy, aboriginal
rights, intentional communities, and the
Australian anti-nuclear movement.

Keeping Up with the Greens
Here are a few periodicals that will help
keep you informed of Green develop
ments:
Green Letter, published irregularly, $10/
year from: PO Box 9242, Berkeley, CA
94709. (Reviewed in RAIN XI:3, page 25.)
Synthesis, published irregularly, $3.75/5
issues, from: PO Box 1858, San Pedro,
CA 90733. (Reviewed in RAIN XI:2, page
22.)

monthly, $29/year from:
PO Box 19324, Washington, DC 20036.
(Reviewed in RAIN XI:1, page 27.)

New Options,
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ACCESS: Land
People, Food and Land, annually, $15/
year from:
People, Food and Land Foundation
35751 Oak Springs Drive
Tollhouse, CA 93667

People, Food and Land Foundation
devotes its energies to providing research,
demonstrations, and education on
sustainable farming and gardening,
native and edible plants, and conserva
tion. In addition to the annual, the
Foundation publishes a monthly newslet
ter. The latest annual is a homey cornuco
pia of articles about farming in Japan,
Israel, and Nicaragua; information on
edible flowers, herbs, oils, and flavorings;
and commentaries on lifestyles and
people. The folks at People, Food and

Land practice what they preach. Individu
als or groups can visit the land, taste the
food, and meet the people at their 40-acre
farm on Sun Mountain in California.
—MD
The American Land Resource
Association
5410 Grosvenor Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814

The American Land Resource Association
(ALRA) is an interdisciplinary corps of
citizen leaders and professionals working
on the policies and planning of conserv
ing rural, private lands. In the process of
becoming reality, the LUCINDA comput
er program (Land Use and Conservation
Information Network Data Access) will

provide the name, address, and phone
number of people working on farmland
preservation in one's locality. LUCINDA
Will also provide model ordinances or
sample conveyances for particular needs.
Most of the information is available now,
and requests are processed manually.
American Land Forum: A Quarterly
Journal for the Dissemination of Research and
Opinion on Land Use and Conservation in the
United States is as substantial as its subti
tle. A meaty publication of editorials,
essays, and book reviews, it alone is
worth the membership fee of $26 per
year. Members also receive a bimonthly
newsletter of updates on the happenings
in ALRA, and a standing invitation to
forums and annual meetings. —MD

The Fragmented Forest, by Larry D.
Harris, 1984, 211 pp., $11.95 from:
The University of Chicago Press
5801 South Ellis Avenue
Chicago, IL 60637

An old-groiuth patch surrounded by a long-rotation island that is cut in a programmed sequence.
(FROM: The Fragmented Forest)

Don't let the subtitle confuse you. In this
case, "Island Biogeography Theory and
the Preservation of Biotic Diversity" is
not about ocean islands, but rather, a
scientific management plan to preserve
the biotic diversity found in old growth
forests.
Harris presents a forest plan that
incorporates islands of old growth forest
in an archipelago of island preserves that
allow for wildlife movement between
them. The premise is that old growth
islands can serve as a source pool of
species for future dissemination when
the surrounding land becomes more
favorable to habitation. If these islands
are in complete isolation from each other,
they may experience local species extinc
tions. Hence, each management area
must consist of a patch of old growth
forest surrounded with low intensity
forest buffer zones (long-rotation multi
ple-use management). Island biogeo
graphy theory predicts that these man
agement areas will support a greater
number of species than will comparably
sized replacement stands developed in
isolation from old growth.
Harris uses the western Cascades as a
case study, and provides a sound descrip
tion of the history and current status of
the plants, animals, and human use of
these forests. Well-written, easy and
often facinating reading, this book is
thoroughly documented. Highly recom
mended reading, especially for ecoactivists andTorest managers. —MD
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Detail from PEACE TREK poster

Reflections
Along the
U.S.-Soviet
Frontier

4

■

In the January tFebruary 1984 issue of RAIN we ran an
interview with Joel Schatz in which he described his efforts to
build better relations with the Soviet Union through the use of
computer and video technologies. He and his wife, Diane, had
just returned from their first trip to the Soviet Union, where
they were trying to arrange to conduct peace visualizaion
workshops, similar to the ones they had been doing in the U.S.
At these workshops they would ask people, "What would the
world look like if peace broke out?" Diane was working on a
poster that would show the collected visions of the people they
spoke with.
Since that time we have received many inquiries: What are
Joel and Diane up to these days? Is the peace poster finished
yet? The following article provides an update on their activi
ties. The poster was completed earlier this year. PEACE TREK
is a magnificent and colorful mandala, offering a lively collec
tion of images showing peace as something more than the mere
absence of war. Since completing the poster, Joel and Diand
have been working to bring to life some of the images depicted
in it. This article is adapted from journal writings Joel did
while on another trip to Moscow in July.

by Joel Schatz
The arms race is a state of mind. It is fueled by halluci
nations—each side imagining the worst about the other.
Two complex societies poised at the edge of planetary
suicide, we are victims of isolation, mistrust, and fear.
This is a crisis in cultural diversity.
Joseph Goldin, a Russian friend I've been working
with for several years, has a novel orientation to the
East-West struggle. After reading Jonathan Schell's

"Fate of the Earth," he asserted that the task is not to
save Humanity, since Humanity as a global system of
communication and interaction does not yet exist. The
task, Goldin says, is to create Humanity, using ad
vanced communication technologies. Survival, he
concludes, will take care of itself.
Diane and I first met Joseph in 1983, on our first trip to
the Soviet Union. His vision of giant video screens
connecting major cities of the world via live interactive
satellite has become part of our PEACE TREK painting.
If fact, for those who have the poster, you can spot
Joseph on the "Spacebridge" screen in the city park. He
is holding the microphone at bottom, center.
PEACE TREK is filled with a wonderful assortment of
visions for the future, collected from hundreds of people
in "Peace Visualization Workshops" begun in 1982.
Visions of planetary communication are evident
throughtout the painting—international language
centers, videophones, work-study travel programs,
computer conferencing, and so on.
It feels a bit surrealistic to be here in Moscow—trans
forming some elements of PEACE TREK imagery into
reality—moving from a painted image to the real world.
What choice is there? As Norman Cousins puts it, "Vi
sions and ideas are potent only when they are shared.
Until then, they are merely a form of daydreaming."
It was just last November that I bought my first com
puter, a Radio Shack Model 100. My intention was to
test the vision and possibilities of East-West computer
communications to accelerate scientific change. I was
transfixed with the idea of being able to connect with
the Soviet Union from my home in San Francisco, using
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four AA batteries! After establishing an account with Western Union Easylink
my first TELEX message to Moscow—to Yevgeny Velikhov, Vice-President, Acade
my of Sciences USSR. I proposed the creation of a computer conference between
our countries using the Electronic Information Exchange System (EIES), based
at the New Jersey Institute of Technology.
f.
Two weeks later I was flying to Moscow—with my "little toy computer"
(that's what it seems like to me). While in flight, a message was sent to
San Francisco from the Soviet Academy of Sciences, asking me to
postpone my trip for one month. I was going to Moscow to anchor
the second "Global Town Meeting" radio broadcast, and
thought I would try to make some progress along the com
puter front as long as I was there. My computer sailed
through Soviet customs; a Bruce Springsteen tape,
"Born in the U.S.A.," was confiscated!
As luck would have it, I met a senior scientist,
Boris Rauschenbakh, who gained fame some 25
years ago when he was project director for the
historic first photos of the dark side of the
moon. Rauschenbakh was fascinated with
the little computer, and with the idea of a

The task is not to save
Humanity. The task is to
create Humanity using
advanced communication
technologies.

U.S.-Soviet computer link. I reaffirmed
my desire to speak to someone, even
though I had been asked to delay my
visit. He phoned a colleague, Boris
Naumov, Director of the Institute for
Informatic Problems (Information
Science) at the Academy—and two
hours later I met with Naumov and his
senior staff. The proposed U.S.-Soviet
computer link was favorably received but, I
was told, decisions would have to be made at a
higher level. The Model 100 was an instant hit.
Upon my return, 1 called the U.S. Department of
State—Soviet Desk, to inform them of my project:
Q: "What kind of information will be exchanged?"
A: "Scientific information among consenting adults."
Q: "What's in it for us? Why should we do this?"
A: "We could learn a few things from the Russians—in areas like
advanced earthquake prediction, laser technology, eye surgery, and
so forth."
Q: "Do you mean you just want to make communication more efficient?"
A: "That's it."
During the next several months I sent dozens of TELEXes to follow up my
meeting with Naumov; there was not a single response from Moscow. I decided to go
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over again, to knock on actual doors, and TELEXed nay arrival information. Four
days before leaving San Francisco I received three official TELEXes, advising me
that the Ministry of Communication would arrange a computer hook
up, that I was invited to bring slow-scan video equipment for tests between
our countries, and that I would have a meeting with Professor Oleg Smir
nov, Director of the Institute for Automated Systems. The Institute,
founded in 1982, is responsible for all computer communication in
the Soviet Union. It is affiliated
with the Academy of Sciences USSR and the State Committee
for Science and Technology.
I arranged a loan of the TV equipment from Colorado
Video Inc. in Boulder. The gear was put on the wrong
plane in London, and ended up in Istanbul, where it
was seized by Turkish customs. Life is sometimes
unpredictable on the U.S.-Soviet frontier! Five
days later, British Air liberated the equipment,
and it was flown to me in Moscow courtesy
of Iraqi Airlines. The equipment, which
enables a still TV image to be transmitted
via ordinary telephone lines, was finally

Q; Do you mean you just
want to make
communication more
efficient?
A: That's it.

tested between Moscow, New York,
Boulder, and Berkeley on a video con
ference call. Signal quality was poor,
and I left the system in Moscow for
further tests.
In my meeting with Smirnov, I asked if
he would be willing to sponsor the pro
posed computer conference network using
EIES, and to explore the possible use of slowscan to provide visual images to supplement
computer text. He agreed. On June 3rd I received
his official TELEX in San Francisco, “THANK YOU
FOR YR OFFER TO USE EIES. WE ARE READY TO
TAKE PART IN PROPOSED COMPUTER CONFERENCE
AS WELL AS TO COORDINATE ITS OPERATION FROM
OUR SIDE."
The conference is now underway, and judging from its spirit,
this appears to be a long-term, expanding relationship. At the mo
ment we are connected to Moscow, via land lines to Helsinki and Vien
na, where uplinks to TELENET are found. Professor Smirnov is now
exploring ways to build a "Teleport" in Moscow—to faciliate interactive
East-West data exchange. Westerners can now lease small terminals in Mos
cow's International Trade Center for computer communications with the West.
This service should be available from Intourist hotel rooms within several
months.
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The EIES conference is called “U.S.-Soviet Link." At
the moment, the U.S. team consists of EIES Director
Murray Turoff, EIES Evaluator Starr Roxanne Hiltz,
Peter and Trudy Johnson-Lenz, EIES Senior Engineer
Tom Moulton, Telecommunications specialist Michael
Kleeman, and myself. The Soviet participants include
Professor Smirnov, Dr. Vladimir Serdiuk, Dr. Vladimir
Teremetsky, and Boris Semyanov—all from the Institute
for Automated Systems. The "electronic conference" is
currently exploring the problem of multilingual comput
er communications, and a host of technical and policy
issues to support full-fledged scientific exchange. Actual
use of this system by scientists wishing to communicate
with one another is anticipated within two to three
months.
I have asked Smirnov about expanding the conference
to other countries such as China, India, Japan, Great
Britain—and to business and educational applications.
He has given a green light.
How can this be happening in the Soviet Union?
Whatever else can be said of these developments, the
Information Age is pressing itself into Soviet reality, in
spite of long-standing fears of computers and easy
access to information. Mr. Gorbachev has recently
ordered 60,000 small computers for schools, and has
stated that the need for computer literacy is now as
great as literacy was at the time of the 1917 Revolution.
A new world is gradually unfolding.
This technology contains the potential for proliferation
of small-scale printing presses, decentralized informa
tion and control, and increasing exposure to information
and values from the West. While I am not expecting
miracles in the near future, there is a fundamental
change occuring. The information/communication age
is so powerful in its global reach and momentum that
the Soviet Union is beginning to learn the basic steps of

Detail from PEACE TREK poster

The Information Age is pressing itself
into Soviet reality, despite long
standing fears of computers and easy
access to information.

this new dance. I have no illusions about the current
difficulties in Soviet society—but neither do I underesti
mate their survival instincts in the face of emerging
planetary imperatives. Communication, however threat
ening, is more attractive than the prospect of nuclear
obliteration.
And what of the Far Right in this country? How will
they react to this electronic channel of communication?
Obvious concerns about giving away high technology
secrets, and creating a new generation of hackers from
Moscow will likely top their agenda. I've asked myself
how to best deal with these reactions when they come.
These are my thoughts: To fear communication direct
ly with the Russians is to abandon the very essence of
democracy—the exercise of free speech. If democracy is
for real, we must put it to the test—through expanding
channels of interactive communication with increasing
numbers of Soviets. What better way to introduce
Soviets to the benefits of freer attitudes toward informa
tion than to engage their citizens in vigorous cooperation
in science, education, and trade? We have absolutely
nothing to lose. It would be silly to blow up the planet
for a cause we didn't really believe in! □ □
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The Freshwater Aquaculture Book: A
Handbook for Small Scale Fish Culture in
North America,hy William McLamey,

1984, 583 pages, $40 from:
Cloudburst Press, c/o Hartley &
Marks, Inc.
PO Box 147
Point Roberts, WA 98281

As far as 1 am concerned, aquaculture
represents the apotheosis of integrated
ecological systems (for example. New
Alchemy's pioneering work employing
solar aquaculture in greenhouses to store
heat, raise fish, and grow hydroponic
vegetables). So it has been very disap
pointing to witness dwindling support
for research, in recent months, at two of
the places 1 have historically counted
upon for aquaculture leadership. Rodale
has withdrawn its support of Steve Van
Gorder's efforts to develop an aquacul
ture program, and now the New Alche
mists, for whom aquaculture has been
the very heart and soul of their work, are
apparently scaling down their aquacul
ture program.
It is against this receding shoreline of
support that one hopes it is not too late
for Bill McLarney to turn the tide. McLarney and others at New Alchemy, in
particular Ron Zweig and John Todd,
have been doing the good work in
aquaculture for over a decade now.
McLarney knows what he's talking
about. He's not only got a doctorate and
worked everywhere (U.S. Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries, National Fisheries
Center, Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institute, and the New Alchemy Insti
tute), he's also the author of numerous
publications and in particular co-author
of Aquaculture: The Farming and Husbandry
of Freshwater and Marine Organisms (with
Bardach and Ryther, 1972, John Wiley
and Sons), which was nominated as the
Best Science Book in the 1973 National
Book Awards. National Book Award
nominations notwithstanding. Aquacul
ture is enough to discourage all but the
most enthusiastic amateur, all 868 techno
pages of it.
The Freshwater Aquaculture Book is
altogether—if you'll excuse the phrase—
a different kettle of fish. It's written for
readers like, well... me, and is intended
as a "how-to" book. "Small-scale
aquaculture is a young and experimental
field," McLarney notes, and as a lay
researcher I can testify to the difficulty in
bridging the information gap between the
fish biologists in their laboratories and
those of us with our boots in the mud.

Grader for sorting small fish by size. (FROM: The Freshwater Aquaculture Bookl
This book goes a long way toward build
ing that bridge. It covers everything from
the fundamentals of pond biology to
feeding, breeding, harvesting, and
marketing. It also covers design and
construction of ponds, tanks, and race
ways; miscellany such as legal require
ments and aquaculture for non-food
purposes; and a whole chapter is devoted
to physical and chemical aspects of the
water. McLarney includes comprehensive
appendices, too, discussing fish cookery,
technical terms, resources of all kinds,
and so on.
The price tag is pretty steep, but if
you're serious about small scale fish
farming I think you'll discover that you
really have no choice but to get this book.
McLarney writes that the book is intended

to help you "put food on the table or
provide a satisfactory profit." But he has
another goal in mind for this volume as
well. Since "the majority of current
aquacultural practice and research in
North America is nutritionally, ecological
ly, economically, and socially ineffectual
—when it is not downright destructive,"
he hopes that the book will effect "a
change in the role of aquaculture in
society and the biosphere."
If New Alchemy and Rodale aren't at
the forefront of that change, who will be?
I hope they're listening. —Mark Roseland
Mark Roseland, a former RAIN editor, is now co
director of the Matrix Institute in Applegate,
Oregon, where, among other things, he coordinates
the aquaculture program.

Inside of catch
screen edged with
plastic to trap
escaping larvae

Stanley Tinkle's "Zero Labor Fish Feeder” for producing soldier fly larvae on a diet of household
garbage (FROM: The Freshwater Aquaculture Book)
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Tools for Better Meetings
by Barbara George
"How can we make our meetings more productive?"
"It seems that our board meets forever and does not
make any decisions." The purpose of this article is to
share a few brief suggestions for relieving the most
common meeting problems: unclear purpose and tasks,
record of proceedings, and so on.

Written Agenda
A written agenda is an important step, identifying the
purpose of the meeting and the specific items that are
for consideration. An agenda should be prepared and
distributed to the members before the meeting; prefera
bly seven to 10 days. The agenda can futher define items
for information only, decision required, action needed
and who will present the agenda item.

Meeting Content
Meeting planners are often too industrious and draw
up unrealistic agendas. Keep topics that are related
together for discussion, and schedule fewer topics in
order to achieve the results that will lead to action.

Minutes
Written minutes should focus on action plans, deci
sions, and meeting products. Avoid "what went on"
and the details of discussion. There are four areas of
essential record-keeping:
1. Topic under discussion;
2. General points of discussion;
3. Action/decision reached; and
4. Agenda items for futher meetings.

Reports
Request that each committee or task force prepare
written reports to be distributed at the meeting. The
items in the report that require decisions should be
addressed at the meeting. It is helpful to have these
"action-needed" items listed separately so that they are
clearly indicated to all participants.

Conflict
A meeting which does not produce conflict would be
said to be of very "low" activity. Encourage participants

SAMPLE AGENDA
TOPIC

STATUS

PERSON PRESENTING

1. Staff Calendars
2. Budget Preparation

Decision needed
Need action plan

Mary Jones
George Marks

3. Personnel Policy
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SAMPLE MINUTES
TOPIC

DISCUSSION

ACTION/DECISION

WHO

Staff
Calendars

Concern was expressed
regarding scheduling and
appointments.

Staff members will share their
calendars at the first of each
month.

Mary

Budget
Preparation

Budget will be due in the
Business Office by Jan.10.
Each budget should be ready
for discussion with the total
staff by Dec. 27.

Budgets will be prepared by the
departmental committee under
the direction of the department
heads-.
Total staff meeting will be held
on Dec. 27, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. to
review and discuss budgets.

John and
department
heads.

Next Meeting Date and Time: Jan. 21,1985, 9:00-11:00 a.m.. Service Center
Agenda Items:
1. Review of budgets
2. Performance review process
3. Spring planning process
to look at conflict as a "gift" for creative discovery.
Conflict provides other points of view, more informa
tion, and when utilized in a positive way can lead partic
ipants to better decisions. Be supportive of those with
varying directions and viewpoints. Look for ways to
resolve issues without voting; voting should be used
only as a procedure to formalize the decisions that have
been reached through consensus. Often voting is used
as a "cop-out" procedure and leads to "walk-outs."
For futher suggestions on developing effective and
productive meetings, the following resources are recom
mended:
Taking Your Meeting Out of the Doldrums, by Eva
Schindler-Rainman and Ronald Lippitt, 1977,100 pp.,
from: University Associates Publishers, 8517 Production
Avenue, PO Box 26240, San Diego, CA 92126

One hundred pages of resources, checklists, and
practical tools for stimulating, enjoyable, and productive
meetings.
by Ernest and
Nancy Bormann, Burgess Publishing Company, 1976,
167 pp., from: Burgess Publishing Company, Minneapo
lis, MN 55415
A helpful book outlining the stages and processes of
group development, with guidelines for identifying
problems and applying effective correctives. Theory is
supported with excellent methods; meeting preparation,
after-meeting evaluation, and group leader self-evalua
tion.
Effective Small Group Communications,

Barbara George is Associate Director of Ecumenical Minis
tries of Oregon.

ACCESS: Organizational Development
Working in Foundations: Career Patterns
of Women and Men, by Teresa Jean
Odendahl, Elizabeth Trocolli Boris, and
Arlene Kaplan Daniels, 1985,115 pp.,
$12.95 from:
The Foundation Center
79 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10030

Foundations are often critical to the life of
nonprofit organizations. As David
Hamburg, president of the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, recently said,
foundation money is "the venture capital
of the nonprofit sector." This book

provides a unique glimpse into the inner
life of the foundation world.
In this volume we learn that of the
1,500 foundations that have staff, women
staff members earn 59 cents for every
dollar earned by men in jobs above the '
support staff level. We also become aware
that only 26 percent of the chief exective
officers of foundations are wonien, and
that these women are typically in the
smaller foundations.
The substance of the book is a research
report by an interdisciplinary team
concerned with the status of women in
foundation work. Using a focused inter
view method with 60 foundation staff

members, the report examines the roles,
responsibilities, recruitment, and career
paths of foundation employees. Among
the observations contained in the report
is the following:
The foundation field prides itself in being
pathbreaking, but is not pathbreaking at
home. Foundations as yet have no systemat
ic comprehensive programs for innovative
child care, or job sharing, or job-enrichment
programs for women and minorities.
What makes this book of special value
to nonprofits are the chapters on "The
Structure of Foundation Employment"
and "The Daily Work of Foundation
Employees." These chapters give the
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reader an informed and rare look at what
goes on behind foundation doors.
—Stephen Schneider
Stephen Schneider is the director of the Center for
Urban Education.

FROM: Direct Mail on a Shoestring

Direct Mail on a Shoestring, by Bruce P.
Ballenger, 1984,24 pp., $7.50 prepaid
from;
Northern Rockies Action Group
9 Placer Street
Helena, MT 59601

This excellent booklet, the latest in a
series of NRAG Papers, was written by a
self-confessed "junk mail junkie" who
has worked on direct mail campaigns for
numerous grassroots groups. Direct Mail
on a Shoestring is designed for the novice
who hopes to explore the potential of
direct mail to raise funds for small non
profit organizations. This guide was
written specifically for groups with

limited budgets and limited access to
professional assistance.
The guide consists of "Five Principles
to Ponder," which offer a framework for
considering direct mail's potential for an
organization and "a few hints" about
direct mail technology; a lengthy explora
tion of "the nuts-and-bolts of direct mail,
including tips on developing mailing lists
and designing your appeal"; and a final
section on how to design a program that
will maximize an organization's direct
mail fundraising potential. Throughout
the guide are "Shoestring Tactics" that
grassroots groups have used successfully.
This is the best introduction to direct
mail that we've seen. — AL

ACCESS: Small Business
though, fills an important gap in that
covers lurk hard-nosed, common-sense
they are short, accessible, interactive, and
business techniques, like how to write
still complete—all at a very affordable
your business plan, prepare cash flow
price.
projections, deal with loan officers,
As Dodd stresses repeatedly, good
identify and target your market, and hire
planning is the key to business success,
and supervise employees. It is surprising
since it enables you to "work smart, not
how much good, useful information and
hard." Dodd-Blair has done its work in
just plain common sense is squeezed into
giving you some useful tools to do this.
each 50- to 60-page workbook, and how
Ten years ago, 60,000 new businesses
The series takes at most two hours to
simple some of the nastier tasks of run
started in this country. Last year 600,000
read. The question now is: Will you take
ning a business (bookkeeping, for exam
started—and the number is expected to
the time necessary to actually work
reach 1 million per year in 1989. America's ple) are made to seem.
Authors and publishers are responding through the manuals and use them to
economy is in the throes of an entrepre
insure your venture's success? —Bruce
to America's entrepreneurial explosion,
neurial explosion of unprecedented
and there is no shortage of small business Borquist
proportions. More and more people of
management texts and workbooks these
Bruce Borquist is the director of the Business Center
"alternative" persuasion seem to be
of Clackamas County.
days. This series of five workbooks.
finding a respectable home in the busi
ness world these days, too, but in small
rather than large businesses.
Are you in or thinking of starting a
business? You must know then that the
would-be entrepreneur faces a number of
obstacles: competition in an increasingly
crowded market, finding capital, and
getting the attention of today's jaded
consumers, to name only a few. The
greatest barriers to success, though, often
prove to be internal: an unwillingness to
ask for assistance and to place value on
thorough advanced planning are the
negative side of a good businessperson's
necessary drive and self-confidence. If
you can't overcome these internal barri
ers, all the management workbooks in
the world won't insure your success or
prevent your failure.
With this caveat in mind, these work
books from Dodd-Blair are thorough,
easy to understand and use, and will
appeal to those put off by more traditional
presentations of business basics. An open
layout, cartoon graphics, and ample areas
for notes and ideas make the manuals
accessible and inviting. But don't let the
easygoing format fool you. Inside the
FROM; Management Workbooks for Self-Employed People, illustration by Tim Sample

Management Workbooks for SelfEmployed People, by Gerard R. Dodd,
1984, set of 5 wdrkbooks, $18 from:
Dodd-Blair & Associates
Box 644
Rangely, Maine 04970
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Transaction-Based Economics; What
Small Business Experience Teaches About
Economic Theory, by Michael Phillips,
second edition, 1985, $5 from:
Clear Glass Publishing
Box 257
Bodega, CA 94922

Michael Phillips (author of The Seven Lazos
of Money and Honest Business) tells us once
again in this new booklet that traditional
economics is in trouble. In it, Phillips
contends that traditional price and
supply/demand curves are ineffective
predictors of either small business success
or market behavior. "Non-price" compo
nents of the economic choice like service,
information, quality, repair, and recourse
may make up from five percent to 95
percent of price and the ultimate buying
decision. In this sense there is not merely
an exchange of money for a good or
service (traditional economics) but a
"transaction" where non-price consider
ations come into play. As a result of this
new understanding, concepts like the
free market, pure competition, and profit

as the primary goal of an enterprise are
either irrelevant, not meaningful, or even
harmful. Phillips proposes that "net
positive transactions" is a better measure
of economic health than GNP, and
promotes socially positive non-price
values as well.
In this new "transaction-based"
economics, cooperation and "niches"
replace competition, socially positive
personal business values are rewarded,
quality of service is valued over profit,
pricing is based on the value of a product
or service and its target market rather
than market dynamics, honesty is fa
vored, and monopolies result from
honest service. This theoretical frame
work is based on the author's 10 years of
experience with 650 businesses in the
Briarpatch Network, which he helped
form.
The best part of the book is the first two
chapters, which describe Briarpatch and
its members' style of doing business.
Anyone involved in a successful small
business will recognize these as the
important and familiar personal rules and
behaviors that have insured that success.
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We would all benefit from reviewing
them regularly, and Phillips does us a
service by codifying them here. Success
ful small business people everywhere are
aware that really all they sell is quality
and personal service (the "non-price"
elements that define a "transaction") and
hence are involved in creating this new
economics.
The booklet's weak point is its confused
intent. It seems to be written to set up
and then knock down the straw men of
traditional economic concepts. This
broadside (in many ways it resembles a
religious tract in its zeal and self-confi
dence) is unsatisfying. It is confusing to
the believer in this successful business
style since its common-sense observations
are cloaked in sometimes dense "econo
mist" language and illustrated with the
kind of non-empirical graphs that are all
too familiar to the student of traditional
economics. If one does happen to be a
traditional economist (Phillips' apparent
target) the arguments seem painfully
incomplete since they lack the necessary
documentation to make a good academic
case. —Bruce Borquist

ACCESS: Social Investing
The Clean Yield, monthly, $65/year from:
Fried and Fleer Investment Services,
Ltd.
Box 1880
Greensboro Bend, VT 05842

This is a useful six-page newsletter for
the serious ethical investor. The lead
column, "Clear View," discusses topical
issues of interest. In two recent issues
this column reported on how mainline
business publications are now reporting
on ethical investment.
Two columns discuss the state of the
stock market, one on a general level and
the other more technical. There is an
update on their model portfolio, including
their recommendations to buy or sell.
There are also usually two detailed
"Clean Profiles" of companies of interest
to the ethical investor.
A good feature for people new to
investing is "Night School," a section in
which a particular financial concept or
term is explained. The authors also often
site books and periodicals that may be
helpful to the ethical investor. —Rob
Baird
Rob Baird, a former RAIN staffer, has a securities
license and loorks with a financial services organiza
tion in Portland.

Socially Responsible Stock Guide, edited
by Ritchie P. Lowry, 1985,40 pp., $5
from:
The Center for Economic
Revitalization, Inc.
28 Main Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

"Doing well while doing good" is the
theme of this collection of past articles
from the periodical Good Money (see
RAIN, IX:3, page 13). This was written
for investors who want to improve their
financial position and stay true to their
social goals and principles.
Two articles illustrate the point that
very often companies with objectionable
social records have a poorer economic
performance. One example is a compari
son of "the filthy five," Environmental
Action's designation for five companies
that excel in polluting the environment,
against five companies in the same
industries that are responsive to environ
mental concerns.
Another article takes a look at the
economic aspects of switching stock
holdings from "black hat" to "white hat"
companies to make sure that you do not
weaken your financial return. A model
portfolio of favorite stocks of social
investors is described, as well as more
detailed descriptions of companies with

good social records. Some of the descrip
tions of companies revolve around
particular social concerns such as solar
energy or supporting women and work
ers.
The booklet has a supplement entitled
"How to Screen Traditional Investments
for Social Factors." Generally, small
investors concerned with the ethical
consequences of their investments will
put their money into socially responsible
mutual funds (see Periodical Watch for a
reference to a good list of these funds).
However, for those with larger amounts
to invest, the supplement is an excellent
guide to thinking through the main
problems in creating your own socially
responsible portfolio.
The supplement suggests some princi
ples for a social screen such as: Don't
expect absolute purity in the corporate
world. Elements of a social screen are
outlined to help you decide your priorities
of social concerns (South African apart
heid or the environment?). Finally, there
are some questions relating economic to
social risk: Would you be willing to
increase economic risk because the social
return is potentially great?
Even if you do not have the money to
establish your own portfolio of stocks,
this material is informative and thoughtprovoking. —Rob Baird
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Community Information Technology
Community Information Technology is a regular
feature sponsored by the Information Technology Institute
(ITI), a sister organization to RAIN under the organizational
umbrella of Center for Urban Education (CUE). ITI helps
nonprofit and public agencies learn about and use the latest in

electronic information technology. It offers a computer lab and
library, computer classes, on-line information services, techni
cal assistance, and other programs. For more information
about ITI programs, contact the Information Technology
Institute, 1135 SE Salmon, Portland, OR 97214.

A Pidxire is Worth 8,000 Bits
Sometimes just speeding up the
number of facts or words we can crunch
(process) and distribute isn't enough. The
appropriate organization of information
should make it easier for us to assimilate
it. The overall inventory of information
may increase with our ability to organize
it, but what is available to us at any point
should decrease, as the organizing tools
(computers) reduce the variables, provid
ing us with only what we truly need.
Computer graphics play an important
role in this electronic reducing function.
As the old adage has it, "a picture is
worth a thousand words." Graphics can
present complex displays of information,
in a manner that is easier to comprehend,
and very importantly for a sane political
future, more universal in nature.
Up until the introduction of Apple's
Macintosh computer (and now Commo
dore's Amiga), small computers replicat
ed the world of numbers and words; the
computer screen looked like a dreary
television version of a typewriter. When
you make the shift, as I have, from the
world of CPM operating systems to MSDOS, to the Macintosh, you are forced to
change your workstyle. The impact is
rather subtle, even congenially insidious.

FROM: Becoming a MacArtist

Itbecomes difficult to return to screens
with rows of green words. In a recent
World Future Society article, Alex Petofi,
vice president of Creative Business Ideas,
speculates that "the growing use of
computer graphics could lead to a more
'iconic', or symbolic, way of communica
tion. ... Such a pictograph language
could be taught easily, could convey vast
amounts of information quickly and
unambiguously, and would not have the
partisan taint of a foreign tongue."
Computer screens with higher graphic
resolution are looking different.
"Desktop" software packages are very
popular, warranHng the cover story in
Popular Computing (August 1985). These
packages attempt to duplicate one's
desktop, with features such as clocks,
calendars, a rollodex file, and so on.
There are also new graphic aid software
programs. One of the best, that comes
with the Macintosh, is Macpaint.
One's first encounter with Macpaint
usually brings out the doodling child.
There you are, holding a thing called a
mouse, looking at a blank gray screen,
with a row of tools you can manipulate
using the mouse — a paintbrush, spraycan, pencil, straight lines, and angled
lines. The first urge is about the same as
with an etch-a-sketch: draw a line, circle,
loop, or the classic stick person. But stick
with it and your attitude may change. For
me, a basket case when it comes to arts
and crafts, learning to use these graphic
tools was like being handicapped and
then cured, seeing or hearing for the first
time. Macpaint provides magic for us
unequally gifted, latent artists.
Macpaint duplicates the environment
of a freehand artist, while other graphic
programs emphasize more stylized
artwork. For example, Macdraw is more
appropriate for business applications,
allowing one to produce a wider variety

of straight lines and shapes, and keep
track of specific size ratios. Up the scale
from that is Macdraft, tailored for the
graphic artist, architect, etc. Or, if you
want to lay out pages for publication, you
can use programs like Macpublisher,
Ready-Set-Go, or Pagemaker.
Now with the introduction of relatively
inexpensive laser printer technology,
when combined with high resolution
graphic-oriented computers, and a
variety of software, publishing enters a
new phase, with a new order established
between the traditional players; writers,
editors, graphic artists, designers, type
setters, and printers. With the new
electronic tools, writers can become
artists, typesetters, and publishers of
their own work. Eventually, with in
creased on-line capability to allow trans
mission ot text and graphics, the "tradi
tional" book could go the way of the
hoola hoop.
But there's little reason, really, to
believe that the art of printing is going by
the wayside. In fact, the outcome may be
increased production of printed material.
One of the most fascinating activities
sourrounding the Macintosh computer is
the growing library of graphic art. Any
one who has produced a newsletter has
probably used Dover clip art books, those
volumes filled with uncopyrighted
graphics that can be copied and integrated
into other published material. Well, now
there is a growing number of companies
providing disks filled with graphics, and
rumor has it that there is a growing
underground of graphic disks, similar to
public domain software disks, as hackers
busily exchange their digital artwork.
There are also a growing number of
how-to books for the Macintosh. Curious
ly, for something of such subtle revolu
tionary quality as Macpaint, it also was
provided with probably the world's
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smallest documentation manual. But,
never fear, books like Becoming a MacArtist
and the Mflcinfos/; Design Studio fill in the
gaps.
Becoming a MacArtist, by Vahe Guzelimian is most like the missing documenta
tion for Macpaint. It provides an introduc
tion to the Macintosh, and then spends a
lengthy chapter on both Macpaint and
Macdraw, providing basic techniques
and shortcuts. There is also material
about moving information from one
program to another; how to get the most

out of printers; and a chapter describing
specific projects, such as business cards
and letterhead. (Becoming a MacArtist, by
Vahe Guzelimian, 1985, 312 pp., $17.95,
from: Compute Publications, PO Box
5406, Greensboro, NC 27403.)
Macintosh Design Studio, by Robert
Sacks and Jason A. Shulman, is a nice
complement to Becoming a MacArtist. It
assumes you know how to use a Macin
tosh and Macpaint. There is a quick
reference guide to basic Macpaint tech
niques, but primarily the book is organ

RAIN

Page 29

ized around chapters devoted to specific
projects. The projects include: making
sheet music, floor plans, tickets, big
signs, office forms, bar graphs, fonts,
logos, and notepaper. The chapters
provide step-by-step instructions. Several
of the projects have clearly useful applica
tions for nonprofit groups. (Macintosh
Design Studio, by Robert Sacks and Jason
A. Shulman, 1985, 256 pp., $19.95, from:
New American Library Books, 1633
Broadway, New York, NY 10019.)

NEWS BRIEFS
ARTAID
ARTAID, or the Atlantic Region Artist's
Information Database, was recently
funded under the Canada Works Pro
gram. The network, located in Sydney,
Nova Scotia, will carry up-to-date infor
mation on art shows, galleries, etc., and
will enable artists to exchange electronic
mail, access bulletin boards, work on
interactive publishing projects, and
exhibit works in an electronic art gallery.
For more information, call Weldon Bona
at 902/562-1602. (From: Digitalk, Summer,
1985)

prime rate, and $20/hour, prime time.
The group can be reached at PO Box 71,
Highland MD 20777; 301/854-0499.

Noah's Electronic Ark

Noah's Ark is an electronic bulletin
board, run as a public service with lots of
practical information by plant and animal
Applied Humanomics
breeders for plant and animal breeders.
Anyone can call up the system (300 to
Applied Humanomics is a small compa 1200 baud). A fairly complete registration
ny formed by Mike Herron and Gordon
process is requested. Also, you are
Feingold in 1983, whose mission is to
requested to read and agree to the simple
develop products and services to make
system policy rules;
the small computer a viable tool for the
(1) Thou shalt not be a turkey.
nonprofit sector. They are presently
(2) Noah's Ark has lots of family users
value-added retailers for Apple Computer —full families with husbands, wives,
Company, and hope to develop similar
sons, daughters, so watch those offensive
relationships with other companies such
messages!
as IBM and Compaq so that they can
Most of the system is devoted to special
develop applications for these machines
Associated Indigenous
interest group bulletin boards. The
tailored to nonprofit needs.
Communications
primary menu allows you to read, scan or
They also operate Nexus, an electronic
send messages to subgroups of the
mail system which uses the facilities of
Associated Indigenous Communica
system's users, including those interested
tions is a computer network for all Native the GTE Telemail system, but the system
in birds, fish, reptiles, hooves (horses,
can also be tailored to meet one's specific
Americans and others interested in
elk, llamas), paws (cats, dogs, racoons),
matters that concern indigenous peoples. needs, including personal welcome
and nursery (trees, shrubs, plants).
The network includes an electronic mail
messages, and the establishment of
All in all, a very useful and well-run
special conferences and bulletin boards.
system using the Dialcom system. Users
bulletin board system. If you want to try
Applied Humanomics has also devel
may also access the other services of
it, hook up your modem and call 805/684oped software for nonprofits. CRIS is a
Dialcom such as Telex, mailgrams and
8020.
airline schedules. The group also provides software program for meeting and
conference managers. The system allows
the Indigenous Press Network, an elec
one to enter a wide range of information
tronic news service. The news service
about participants including demographic
supplies AlCom subscribers with a
profiles and category or keywords. One
Weekly Report consisting of several
stories of interest to those concerned with can keep track of fees, meals, and differ
indigenous rights issues. The group is
ent registrations. A report generator also
allows you to print out a wide variety of
also developing a Human Rights Case
Log, a hemispheric-wide compilation of
reports. Several of the report formats
indigenous human rights cases; several
come with CRIS, but other custom
syndicated opinion/features columns;
reports may also be generated. CRIS is
priced at $700, and a demonstration disk
and a monthly summary and digest of
is also available.
articles and items on indigenous press
For more information about Applied
sources throughout the hemisphere.
The basic price of the service includes a Humanomics, write to them at 520 East
Montecito Street, Suite A, Santa Barbara,
$50 installation fee; $50/month basic fee,
CA 93103-3245; 805/965-0555.
and an on-line rate of $12.50/hour, offFROM: Becoming a MacArtist
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BOOK REVIEWS
The North American Online Directory,
1985,265 pp., $75 from:
R.R. Bowker Company
205 East Forty-Second Street
New York, NY 10017

There has been a rapid proliferation of
directories to on-line services in the last
couple of years (we recently compiled a
bibliography of 35). This one is an indus
try directory, not just a directory to on
line services. In it, you'll find lists of
database producers, on-line vendors,
telecommunication networks, library
networks and consortia, information
collection and analysis centers, informa
tion brokers, consultants, associations,
on-line user groups, reference books, and
periodicals. An excellent resource for
anyone interested in the growing on-line
world.
Buyers Guide To Modems and
Communications Software, by Terry C.
Silveria, et al, 1985,184 pp., $12.95 from:
Tab Books
Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214

By one count there are over 200 communi
cation software packages just for IBM
compatible machines. It is a rapidly
changing field, and attempts to pin it
down in a book could be considered
futile. This book reviews 40 communica
tions software packages—obviously not
all, but still a good cross section. Modems,
too, are coming out in increasingly
different forms, and this book reviews
about 80 of them. One might argue that
the only way to be reasonably educated
about rapidly growing fields like comput
er communications is through periodicals.

but this Tab volume puts a sizable chunk
of it in one book. The introductory
chapters on communication principles
and on-line systems, however, are weak.
The best reason to buy this book is to be
able to compare the qualities of a wide
range of modems and software.
Information Technology R&D: Critical
Trends and Issues, published by Office of
Technology Assessment, 1985,342 pp.,
$9.50 from:
Government Printing Office
North Capitol and H Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20401

current state-of-the-art report on major
activities. A good book for futurists,
information technologists, and even job
seekers.
How To Get Free Software, by Alfred
Glossbrenner, 1984,436 pp., $14.95
from:
St. Martin's Press
175 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10010

Glossbrenner is one of the best computer
writers around. His other guides, such as
"Personal Computer Communications,"
are easy to read, accurate, and exhaustive.
This one is no exception. By the time you
This report is a good place to begin to
understand the increasing impact of
are done, you may wonder why you
information technology on our future
should ever buy software. You might also
economic growth. Though it is difficult to feel a compulsion to send away for an
inexpensive disk of public domain soft
specify what research and development
can be labeled as information technology
ware from a user's group.
Glossbrenner explores many different
development, using the definition elabo
rated on in this book, the size of our
types of free software, including software
commitment is extensive. According to
available through users groups, from
the report, the U.S. Government is
community bulletin boards, through
spending nearly $1 billion annually on
information utilities like the Source and
information technology research and
CompuServe, and from clearinghouses
development. The Department of Defense that distribute public domain software.
spends about 25 percent of its R&D
Dozens of specific packages are reviewed.
budget on electronics and computer
Glossbrenner has also provided many
science. In the private sector, the informa useful tips about what to look for in
tion industry spends another $10.8
obtaining and using free and public
billion.
domain software.
The report focuses on research in
Very little of the software is literally
computer architecture, fiber optic com
free. Sometimes you can get the software
munications, software engineering, and
but have to pay for the manual, or you
artificial intelligence. It presents good
can download the software from some
overviews on research and development
where, but to be kept abreast of modifica
in different federal government branches
tions in the software, you have to register
such as the Defense Department, Nation with the designer.
al Science Foundation, Health and
The easiest way to approach public
Welfare, and Education. A very good
domain software is like the everyday
section provides descriptions of the
hacker—it's a fun game, you get a lot of
several private/public research ventures,
free stuff, sometimes it works and some
including MIT's Microsystems Industrial
times it doesn't. But there is also high
Group, the Microelectronics and Informa quality software that is free or very
tion Sciences Center at the University of
inexpensive. That may be hard to keep in
Minnesota, and the Microelectronics and
mind when purchasing software in a
Computer Technology Corporation
business environment where expense is
initiated by Control Data.
sometimes perceived as an indication of
One chapter provides brief overviews
quality.
of foreign commitments to information
So try it out, download some software.
technology research and development,
But first get this book by Glossbrenner.
and another describes the new makeup of
AT&T and the Bell Labs after the divesti
ture.
Overall, the strength of the report is in
its summarization of specific R&D pro
jects, providing one place to get a fairly
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SOFTWARE REVIEWS
Filevision, $195 (for Apple Macintosh),
from:
Telos Software Products
1420 Ocean Park Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90405
It took me awhile to understand Filevi
sion. Not because of poor documentation,
but because the left side of my brain
refused to cooperate with my right.
Filevision is a database management
system. You store information in records
with different pieces in the records
(sometimes called fields), and then you
can retrieve the information in a variety
of ways (all entries with the word “peace"
in them, for example). Filevision does
many of the things an average mediumlevel database management system can
do, but with Filevision you create a
database using a picture that you draw on
the screen. If, for example, you put
together a database of organizations
working in your field around the country,
you might start with a map of the USA.
Every place there was a group you would
stick a symbol (from an existing menu or
symbols of your own).
Inspired by who knows what, one of
my first Filevision creations was a version
of the classic "The Universe in 40 Leaps."
Starting with a picture of the solar system,
you can link (bring to the screen) maps of
smaller and smaller areas, until one
screen asks if you would like to see inside
the author's brain. If the answer is yes,
you are miracuously and ironically
brought back to the original map of the
universe.
Filevision isn't good for all database
management needs, but it is an excellent
tool when it is important to share the data
in a communicative format. In Chicago,
for example, the city's Affirmative Infor
mation Program and Northwestern
University's Urban Affairs School have
constructed several Filevision maps to
show the size of federal funding for
housing development in different parts of
the city.
The support from Telos, the manufac
turer, is inspiring. They publish a good
newsletter, have a technical assistance
hotline, and most importantly are hot on
the trail of any users of Filevision who
have developed interesting applications.
They publish a public domain software
library catalog, and make the applications
available on ^sks at $3 each (plus $1.50
handling per order). The applications are
wide-ranging, to say the least. Examples

include: A self-paced instructional guide
to the medieval English poem Beowolf; a
flood control map; a warehouse flow
diagram; a periodic table; an Oregon
fishing safari; a store catalog; and an
inventory of a personal wine cellar.
Thinktank, (Apple II version) $150, (IBM
PC/XT version) $195, (Macintosh 128K
version) $145, (Macintosh 512K version)
$245, from;
Living Videotext
2432 Charleston Road
Mountain View, CA 94043
Thinktank calls itself the first idea proc
essor. The basic idea of the software is
very simple, so simple in fact that I
almost chose to ignore it. Most of the
reviews and promotional literature
seemed to describe it as a way to make
outlines. Being someone who rarely
gained much from working with outlines
(preferring to call my creative process
note-taking, assimilation, or meditation),
I couldn't see enough practical value in
what Thinktank had to offer.
Nevertheless, I wrote to Telos, the
software manufacturer, telling them
about the Information Technology Insti
tute, and requesting a copy for demon
stration to the institute's clients. They
donated a copy, and since then I have
become a regular Thinktank user.
A t)rpical interaction with Thinktank
starts with opening a file. You are pre
sented with a small box at the top of the
screen. Whatever word or phrase you put
here becomes the lead topic, with other
words/phrases becoming subtopics.
There are several features that make
outlining, or "idea processing," easy.
You can attach accompanying text to any
idea (phrase or word). The text is normal
ly hidden but can be called forth with a
simple command (or in the case of a
Macintosh, with a click of the mouse).
You can sort items alphabetically, or
easily move items from one place to
another in the outline. Thinktank is not
limited to text, you can also integrate text
and pictures, pictures drawn with Macpaint, or other graphic design applica
tions. In fact, you can construct outlines
with a series of pictures and then create a
slideshow or animation that can be run
manually or automatically.
You can think of Thinktank as an idea
processor (its byline) or as a new type of
word processor. I tend to think of it as a
database management system for ideas.

You get an idea, or, thinking poetically,
an image or fragment. You can add
related or complementary ideas in the
outline, or you can expand the window
on the screen and add several pages of
text related to that idea.
I've used Thinktank now to outline a
workshop, construct a keyword list for a
directory to special information resources
in the Northwest, write a proposal, and
put together the copy for this issue of
RAIN. In all the cases, I found qualities of
Thinktank that helped my creative
process. With the keyword list develop
ment, it was easy to group and regroup
words under various larger and smaller
categories. Librarians and the society of
indexers should love it. For the work
shop, it performed well; and in fact I
would say my workshop was more
organized than usual. Curiously, I seldom
used the printed outline during the
workshop. It was the working with
Thinktank to think about the workshop
beforehand that seemed to help organize
it.
Putting together copy for RAIN was
also a different experience. I kept an
outline that was broken up into book
reviews, software xeviews, short articles
and news items. I also kept several
categories for miscellaneous notes (such
as, don't forget to call so-and-so). (Dne of
the most convenient features of
Thinktank is the ability to move from one
item to another quickly. While writing
this review, if I suddenly thought of an
idea for another review, I quickly col
lapsed this text, zoOmed in on the title of
another reveiw, added text, and zoomed
back to this piece.
Just as now I can't imagine writing
without a word processor, I can see.
Thinktank becoming another dependen
cy. It may also inspire imitations and
complementary programs^—software that
facilitates the creative process.

FROM: Becoming a MacArtist
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Pacific Cascadia Bioregion Report
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What's In a Name?
In our May/June issue we invited
our readers to help "name our biore
gion." Although the overall response
was somewhat underwhelming, some
of the responses we got were nonethe
less interesting. One reader suggested
that we look to the Native American
languages indigenous to the region for
a name. Following up on this sugges
tion, Steve Manthe> a RAIN friend
working with the Portland Farmers
Market, suggested "Chinook." Chi
nook is the name of a native salmon, a

Native American tribe indigenous to
the region, and also a Native American
trade jargon used widely throughout
the region. Chinook is also the name
of the warm, moist southwesterly
winds that bring us much of our
weather. However, Steve defined
"Chinook" as an area much smaller
than that shown on our map, exclud
ing both the Willamette Valley and
Puget Sound.
Another reader generated a whole
list of possible names by combining

many of the words commonly used to
describe the region. While we found
that some of them, such as Olympasifia, Columbicatimeland, and Mountpacificaland, didn't exactly roll off the
toungue, a few, such as Norwestia,
Maricadia, and Pacificadia, seemed to
have some potential. The same reader,
with tongue firmly in cheek, also
suggested Rainopia, which was a real
hit around here.
The most interesting response we
got was from Dave McCloskey and Jim
Riley, a couple of bioregionalist friends
from Puget Sound (Ish River Province)
who have been doing much to promote
bioregional wisdom in their area. They
sent a lengthy letter that displayed a
remarkable knowledge of the biologi
cal, geological, and climatalogical
characteristics of this region. These
guys really know where they're at!
Unfortunately, we don't have the
space to reprint their letter in full, but
we can include a few passages:
"There are many bioregions in the
Pacific Northwest—perhaps seventy
different ones. So you might consider
making the title of your report plural
—that is, 'Pacific Northwest Bioregions
Report,' and invite comment from
each area....
"If bioregionalism is to serve as a
fundamental perspective, then we
need to think more clearly, concretely,
and comprehensively about what
constitutes a bioregion, and where
they fit in 'the scheme of things.'
"We need a heuristic for 'finding
home'—a nested series of relation
ships which integrally link person to
planet. We've found it useful to think
in terms of seven basic levels:
1) Person—Neighborhood,
2) Neighborhood—Community
(town, city),
3) Community—Watershed,
4) Watershed—Bioregion,
5) Bioregion—Region,
6) Region—Continental Slope (plate)/
Ocean Rim,
7) Slope/Rim—Planet.
"For instance, one of us lives on top
of Queen Anne Hill (1) in Seattle (2),
on the Duwamish/Snohomish floodplain (3), in Ish River Province (4), in
Cascadia (5), on the North Pacific
slope of the North American continent
(or on the Northeastern Pacific Rim)
(6), Planet Earth (7).
"These are the successive contexts
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in which we live. From such a nested
series of natural relaHonships, perhaps
we can locate 'where we're at/ and
rediscover how to dwell at home in the
world....
"... We have taken to calling Puget
Sound a part of 'Ish River Province/
our bioregion. Here we follow the
poets and native peoples of this place,
the Coast Salish, who gave their own
names to many of the rivers—Duwamish, Snohomish, Stillaguamish,
Samish, Squamish, and so on. Robert
Sund's fine book of poetry, Ish River,
should be read by all.
"Ish River is shaped like a great
waterbird arcing in flight to the north
west. Its body is Puget Sound, its
wings are the Straight of Juan de Fuca
and the great Fraser River, and its
long, curving neck is the Straight of
Georgia.
"The boundaries of Ish River biore
gion are simple; from the crest of the
Olympics and Insular Ranges on the
west to the crest of the Cascades and
B.C. Coast Ranges on the east; from
below Olympia in the south to around
Campbell River-Desolation Sound
halfway up Vancouver Island to the
north...."
The letter also addresses the ques
tion of whether to call Puget Sound
and the Willamette Valley part of the
same bioregion. After describing
many biogeographical similarities,
they argue that each area possesses
many distinctive qualities that serve to
differentiate them. They cite slightly
different climate, the higher humidity
of the Sound, the fact that the Sound
was cut by glaciers that never reached
as far south as the Willamette Valley
and the effects of this difference on the
soils, and so on. It was altogether a
very insightful letter.
Yet despite Dave and Jim's useful
distinctions, we at RAIN continue to
think in terms of the area shown on
the map on this page (in Dave and
Jim's terms, this would be larger than
a bioregion but smaller than a region,
which for them extends to the crest of
the Rockies). While we recognize that
there are some bioregional differences
here, overall there are enough similari
ties to make it feel like one place. And,
for the time being anyway, we're
going to call this place "Pacific Cascadia." Events and developments in this
area have been and will continue to be
the focus of this report, which does
not mean we will exclude news from
Hanford, Spokane, or the Sikiyous
(after all, if "bioregion" is not to
become a conceptual straightjacket.

we must think in terms of "soft bor
ders"). However, since most of our
contacts are west of the Cascades, this
will naturally be the area from which
we draw most of our news. And
hopefully, due to our emphasis on
model projects and "cutting edge"
developments, this section should
continue to be of interest to readers
living in other regions as well.

Infotmation Highways
The Oregon Graduate Center is
completing a three-month jwoject
called "Information Highways: Map
ping Information Delivery in the
Northwest." Supported by the Fred
Meyer Charitable Trust, the project is
creating a graphic atlas of the elaborate
network of information delivery
systems in our region. The atlas will
include maps of cable systems, microwave transmission systems (especially
interactive systems used for education
al and library applications), satellite
linkages available to Northwest users,
special telephone networks, including
the newly formed LATAs of Pacific
Northwest Bell, and the increasing use
of Local Area Networks (LANs),
academic and public libraries, and all
of the transportation systems used for
surface and air document delivery.
The Information Highways project
will give all of us a fresh look at our
region's response to the "information
age" by providing a visual summary of
the available delivery systems. The
maps will be accompanied by "descrip
tive boxes" that will provide tabular
and simple explanations of key find
ings (listings of cable network capabili
ties, and definitions of terms like
"LATA" and "twisted pair"). For more
information about the project, call Dr.
Larry Murr at the Oregon Graduate
Center, 503/645-1121.

Ashland Greens
Green politics has found a home in
Ashland, Oregon, with the founding
of the Ashland Green Movement,
which gained public visibility by
marching in Ashland's annual Fourth
of July parade.
The group has set up seven commit
tees to carry out its work: a Coordinat
ing Committee for coordinating
activities within the group and
networking with other Green parties;
a Bioregional Modeling Committee to
draw up a plan for the region; a Town
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Meeting Committee to organize local
meetings with other Greens in the
area; a Pamphlet Committee to draft a
statement of purpose and identity; a
Speakers Bureau to provide Green
speakers to other groups; a Spiritual
Values Committee to help implement
"new age" spiritual values in a practi
cal way; a Big Mountain Committee to
disseminate information about the Big
Mountain conflict; and a Central
American Committee to deal with
refugees and U.S. relations with
Central America.
Committees meet weekly; monthly
general meetings are planned. For
more information, call 503/488-0645.
(Adapted horn Siskiyou Country,
August/September 1985.)

Spotted Owl May Save Old
Growth
The northern spotted owl is known
to be dependent on old growth forest
for its survival. Since it is offically
listed as "threatened," this small
inhabitant of Northwest forests has
received close scrutiny as part of the
National Forest Planning Process
currently underway in all Northwest
national forests.
The Forest Service has developed a
plan to preserve a network of 1,000acre Spotted Owl Management Areas
(SOMAs) throughout the Northwest.
However, Forest Service plans for
spotted owl management have been
widely criticized by wildlfe specialists
and organizations. Now, for the first
time, the prospect of extinction has
been raised.
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Russel Lande, a biology professor
from the University of Chicago, has
done an analysis of demographic and
genetic factors in spotted owl survival.
The study concludes that Forest
Service plans are "very likely to cause
the extinction of the spotted owl from
the management area," and that even
if the Forest Service doubles the
number of SOMAs, the spotted owl
may still become extinct. His analysis
implies that any further harvest of old
growth will jeapordize the survival of
this species.
Advocates of the Cathedral Forest
National Monument proposal (see
RAIN Xl:3, page 33), which would
protect all remaining old growth, will
find support for the proposal in Dr.
Lande's well-researched study. In
fact, his work could become the basis
for a regional or national suit to halt all
further old growth harvesting. Several
conservation organizations are consid
ering such action.
For more information or a copy of
the full report, contact: the National
Wildlife Federation, Suite 708, Dekum
Building, 519 SW Third Avenue,
Portland, OR 97204.
(Adapted from Siskiyou Country,
August/September 1985.)

Recycled Paper Outlet
Established in Portland
The Recycled Paper Outlet has been
established to supply recycled paper
to the Portland metropolitan area. The
outlet is a branch of Resource Recy
cling Inc., a Northwest Portland firm
that publishes a national trade journal
in recycling. The outlet stocks all kinds
of office paper made from 100-percent
recycled fibers, including bond,
copier, mimeo, duplicator, and com
puter papers, and writing pads.
Manager Suzette DuCharme says
the Recycled Paper Outlet was started
to meet the needs of businesses that
want to aid recycling by buying
recycled products. The papers come in
standard sizes, weights, and colors,
and are competitively priced. Similar
firms operate in Nebraska and Illinois,
DuCharme said, but this is the first
retail outlet for recycled paper in
Portland. For more information, call
Suzette DuCharme at 503/227-1319.

Nanoose Peace Camp
Nanoose Bay on Vancouver Island,
British Columbia, is the site of one of

the most sophisticated underwater
testing ranges in the world. The
facility plays a major role in the testing
and development of the U.S. Navy's
anti-submarine warfare program, as
U.S. ships and nuclear-powered
submarines go there regularly to test
their weapons systems. The agreement
allowing the U.S. to use Nanoose is
due to expire in April 1986. Preventing
the renewal of this agreement is the
primary goal of a local group called the
Nanoose Conversion Campaign.
The group is working to end the
military use of Nanoose Bay and
convert it to peaceful purposes. It
established a peace camp near the base
in April of this year to bring increased
visibility to this issue. It has also set up
an Economic Conversion Comnuttee
to study options for converting the
base to peaceful uses that would
continue to bring economic benefit to
the area. Other activities include a
petition campaign, due to end by the
first of October of this year, and
intensive political lobbying.
For more information, contact:
Nanoose Conversion Campaign, Box
1981, Parksville, B.C. VOR 2S0, Cana
da.

Bull Run Water Problems
Thirty percent of the people in
Oregon get their drinking water from
the Bull Run Watershed, and many of
them are becoming concerned about
the future quality of that water.
Bull Run once provided some of the
purest water in the world because it
was a wilderness area protected by
law. Not even hiking was allowed
there under the federal Trespass Act,
enacted in 1904. The water flowed
clean and clear until 1958, when the
Forest Service began to allow illegal
logging. For fifteen years the logging
continued without public knowledge,
until it became clear that the quality of
the water was deteriorating badly due
to sedimentation. The flow became
more erratic, and eventually chlorine
content increased by 300 percent. The
water has never returned to its former
purity.
The logging was halted by court
order, but the Forest Service has never
stopped trying to renew the harvest of
Bull Run's forest. The Service managed
to have the Trespass Act repealed, and
replaced by a law which states that
logging may take place if it does not
result in water quality worse than that
measured while logging was in process.

Elaborate standards have been drawn
up specifying allowable levels of
sedimentation and other characteris
tics. These standards must be ap
proved by the Portland City Council
before logging can be resumed. The
Council is under a great deal of pres
sure to accept the standards even
though it is clear that the damage will
be irreversible before it can even be
detected.
The Bull Run Interest Group is
spearheading citizen efforts to save
the forest and protect consumer
interests. They can be reached through
Donald Cook in Portland, at 503/2445026.
(Update: Just before going to press we
learned that the Forest Service decided to
resume logging without City Council
approval.)

Portland Gets the Picture
Cities, like most other living things,
express both continuity and change.
Until this century, the standard
method of preserving these expres
sions was through art, usually paint
ings or drawings of places people lived
and the activities they engaged in. The
twentieth century city, though, has
been documented mostly by photogra
phy, allowing precise, literal imaging
of the urban scene. Now, in Portland,
the artists-eye view of the evolving life
of the city is making a comeback. The
Visual Chronicle of Portland is a
program begun in 1984 by the Metro
politan Arts Commission, a public
agency that supports the arts. The goal
of the Visual Chronicle is "to capture
the transitory experiences of urban life
... to create a visual document of the
city—its people and topography, its
civic and cultural events."
The first year's results are about to
go pubbc, with an October unveiling
of 14 works, some commissioned for
the program, by 12 local artists. The
works are "flat art," meaning paint
ings, prints, drawings and photos.
This initial three-year program has a
budget of $15,000, and will continue,
hopefully, at least as long as its model,
the Historical-Topographical Atlas of
Amsterdam. That art/history project
has been in operation for fifty-one
years. The next round of submissions
for Portland's art archives is due in
March of 1986. To learn more, contact
The Visual Chronicle of Portland, The
Metropolitan Arts Commission, 1120
SW 5th, Room 518, Portland, OR
97204-1983; 503/796-5111.
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ADVERTISING

PUBLICATION

We offer a 30-page semiannual catalog of
TRAVEL GUIDE BOOKS. The heart of the
catalog is our selection from the ever-increas
ing number of independent, specialized
guides to the world's destinations. Our
descriptions and quotes of each book are often
fairly long in order to clearly define the
contents of each book and to properly convey
the feeling of each one. Complementing the
independent's section is a selection of many of
the popular Travel Guide Series books. Finally
we include a Business Travel section with
many hard to find, yet excellent guides written
specifically for business traveling in the US
and worldwide. Please send $1 for the catalog
to TRAVEL SOURCE, PO Box 142, Ukiah, CA
95482.
Be Part of the Movement—EAST WIND, a
ten-year-old community of 60 adults and
seven children, is looking for people to join us
in building a society based on equality and
cooperation. For more information, write or
call: East Wind Community, Box RN 95,
Tecumseh, MO 65760; 417/679-4682.
SINGLE PROFILE NEXUS creates a nation
wide network of cultured singles. PO Box
19983, Orlando, FL 32814.

FROM: We Are Ordinary Women

'WeAre Ordinary Women: A Chronicle
of the Puget Sound Women's Peace
Camp, by participants of the Puget
Sound Women's Peace Camp, 1985,
116 pp., $5.95 from;
The Seal Press
312 South Washington
Seattle, WA 98104

In 1981 a women's peace camp was
established at Greenham Common Air
Force Base in England to protest the
deployment of U.S. Cruise missiles.
Since that time many peace camps
have been established around the
world in related actions. The principle
camps form a chain including the
Seneca Falls army depdt, transship
ment point for Cruise missiles; Cole
Bay, Saskatchewan, where Cruise
missiles are tested; and the Boeing
plant at Puget Sound, where the
missiles are built. Grace Paley has
written eloquently about her experi
ence at the Seneca Women's Encamp
ment and, though not quite so elo
quent, We Are Ordinary Women speaks
equally clearly about daily life at the
Puget Sound Women's Peace Camp.
About half the book consists of
photos and writings from the peace
camp journal, a daily record open to
all. These writings are spontaneous,
short, exhuberant, and searching. The

remainder is articles that were contrib
uted after the close of the camp to
clarify some issues that had not been
dealt with in the camp journal, includ
ing some background information on
Cruise missiles, feminism, non
violence, civil disobedience, and
dealing with local authority.
Most importantly, this book offers
many invaluable lessons. Any group
planning a peace camp has an obliga
tion to research and avoid the pitfalls
of previous actions: books such as We
Are Ordinary Women are an excellent
way to do this. The camp was not
without its problems, and contributors
to the book pulled no punches. Criti
cism is plentiful and nothing is spared,
but many praises are sung. One of the
most interesting questions raised, one
for which there is no pat answer, is
how to build a sense of community
among women.
The Puget Sound Women's Peace
Camp was dismantled in October
1984, but in the words of Naomi
Littlebear Morena's song adopted by
the brave women of the Greenham
peace camp, you "can't kill the spirit."
—Katherine Sadler
Katherine Sadler is a former RAIN staffer and
has been involved in various peace-related
activities in the Portland area.

Worthy Work
INTERN AT RAIN: The intern training pro
gram at RAIN includes independent research
of environmental and community development
issues, participation in the development and
publication of RAIN magazine, and other
related educational and training experiences.
Limited training grants are available to pro
gram participants. For an application, write to:
Lance Scott, RAIN, 3116 North Williams,
Portland, OR 97227.

RAIN Advertising Policy
RAIN accepts both classified and display
advertising. Classified ads cost 300 per word.
As a special service during these times of high
unemployment, work-related ads (see "Wor
thy Work") are only 150 per word. Prepayment
required. All ads are accepted at RAIN's
discretion. The advertising of products and
services in RAIN should not be considered an
endorsement. RAIN is not responsible for
product or service claims and representations.
For information on display ads and a rate
sheet, contact: RAIN Advertising Dept., 3116
North Williams, Portland, OR 97227; 503/2497218.
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ceres

Published every two months in Arabic, English, French
and Spanish by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations.

FAO® REVIEW
ON AGRICULTURE AND
DEVELOPMENT

Annual subscription:
USS 15.00

Six times a year CERES brings to its readers a unique package of information, analysis and
opinion which provides a panoramic perspective of the activities affecting agriculture and rural life.
Read CERES
•
•
•
•

*

to identify new approaches to development;
to evaluate the experience of others with new or different technology;
to brief themselves on major issues un.der international negotiation;
to understand the major forces shaping rural development.
To suscribe, please write to: UNIPUB, P.O. Box 433
.
Murray Hill Station
'
New York, N.Y. 10016
,
or
FAO - CERES Circulation Office, C-116
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
:
00100 Rome, Italy
Free sample copies are available on request from: CERES Circulation Office (see address above)

' .

’

NEW
FROIVt I lEi4
Magazine of Transformation
WAKE UP!
The first step to using appropriate
technology is awareness!
Each month NEW FRO.NTIER brings an
abundance of it. Ho'ii^i ; ..’-.3lth, meditation,
new age books, re!:'>iV*i< vps, new ideas,
events, and the woras of world leaders
making a difference ...

Dear Artsericarxs,
Ocotal, Nicor<J3u9
When X wos 4 w€ didn‘+ hove,
SChOOVS
or doc+ors or land +o grovv .food-ThO+‘3 wh'y
my
fought acairis+ the dictdtor Somozd.
BuT now 'your government is tryirva to
destroy all we ore building. Everyone soys t-he
Americdn people ore goocJ.Xhey Se«y if you
knew what wos happening yOU would Stop
the wdr.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
□ Enclosed is a check
for S10 — send next
12 issues

NEW FRONTIER
129 N. 13th St.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

I

Name

I

Address____________ ________________________________________________

I

City________ ____________________ StateZip

Please Stop This Wdr and Gwe EAeand fAy
CouKrtry <3 Chance fo Grow.
,
'

Tour friervd,
Daniel

Give Nicaragua a Chance.
L’ YES! I d like lo help Please rush me details on whai I can oo
L. Enclosed is my lax-OeducUbte coninbution o! $___ to help with your work

__

_______________________________

ADDRESS_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
CITY
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ STATEZIP
Mail to Institute for Food and Developmen! Pobcy. 1885 Misswi Street SanFranctsco.CA 94103—3584
e 1985 institute for Food and Development Policy. San Francisco CA
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PERIODICAL WATCH
RAIN receives about 400 magazines, and we're
always discovering new ones to pique our interests.
This section is to let you know when we've discov
ered a new magazine of particular interest, and to
alert you to particularly noteworthy articles and
special issues in the magazines we scan each month.
Woman of Power—Subtitled "A Magazine of
Feminism, Spirituality, and Politics," this
ambitious new feminist magazine is truly
impressive. The second issue (Summer 1985),
on the theme "EnVisioning a Feminist World,"
contains 16 articles, including pieces by
Charlene Spretnak, Laura Nyro, and Sonia
Johnson, and numerous poems, fiction, and
artwork. F5eces draw from many different
cultural traditions, including Native American,
Black, and European. The content is thought
ful, visionary, and provocative. The quality of
the artwork, photography, and overall graphic
design is superb. Woman of Power is currently
coming out twice a year. A quarterly schedule
is planned by 1987. Future themes include
"Woman as Warrior," "Women of Color," and
"Healing." Ninety-six quality pages make this
magazine worth its $7 cover price. Subscrip
tions are $12/year from: Woman of Power, PO
Box 827, Cambridge, MA 02238.
Changing Men: Issues in Gender, Sex, and
Politics—Formerly M, Gentle Men for Gender

Justice, this is a leading magazine of the men's

movement. What? You didn't know there was
such a thing as a men's movement? Read
Changing Men to discover the concerns of men
who are trying to establish a new role in the
world. Partly a response to issues raised by
feminism, partly an attempt to define men's
own issues, the content includes articles,
fiction, poetry, and book reviews. Each issue
covers a different theme. Subscriptions are
$12/year (four issues) from: Changing Men,
306 North Brooks, Madison, WI53715.
Creation—Creation magazine should not be

confused with the kind of people who want to
stop the teaching of evolution in our schools.
The purpose of this new magazine is to be
midwife to the birthing of a new/old view of
Christianity that emphasizes not sin and
redemption, but the celebration of all creation.
Drawing on the tradtions of St. Francis,
Meister Eckhart, and others, as well as the
earth-centered tradtions of the native peoples
of America, Africa, and elsewhere. Creation
offers a truly ecumenical perspective on the
sacredness of all life. Magazine content is
lively and provocative, and centers on a
different theme with each bimonthly issue.
Subscriptions are $17/year from: Friends of
Creation Spirituality, PO Box 19216, Oakland,
CA 94619.

Natural Agriculture Revisited—The August
1985 issue of East West journal contains three
good articles on ecological agriculture: a visit
on the farm with Masanobu Fukuoka (author
of The One Straw Revolution), an interview with
Wes Jackson and Wendell Berry on new
standards for the American farm, and a report
on the efforts of a Californian rice farmer to
apply Fukuoka's methods to his 900-acre farm.
Back issues of East West Journal are available for
$2 and subscriptions are $18/year from PO Box
6769, Syracuse, NY 13217.
Your Money or Your Ethics—If you are
interested in socially responsible investing but
did not want to "invest" in Amy Domini and
Peter Kinder's book Ethical Investing (see RAIN
XI:3, page 11), check out their article in the
July/August 1985 issues of Environmental
Action. The article is an excellent summary of
the basics of ethical investing. Included is a
side box on "How to get started," and a
resource list of organizations, publications and
brief descriptions of investment funds. To
order this issue, send $2.50 to Environmental
Action, 1525 New Hampshire Avenue, NW,
Washington DC, 20036.

CALENDAR
On October 15-20 New Directions for a New
Decade, a significant event in the development
of solar energy technologies in the U.S., will
take place in Raleigh, North Carolina. Present
ed by the American Solar Energy Society
(ASES) and hosted by the North Carolina
Solar Energy Association, the event is actually
four separate national conferences and a major
trade exhibition coordinated over a one-week
period. For more information, contact: The
American Solar Energy Society, Inc., 2030 17th
Street, Boulder, CO 80302; 303/443-3130.
Also in the world of solar. The Solar Energy
Association of Oregon presents Solar '85: A
Conference on Energy Changes to be held at
Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood, Saturday,
September 21. This wilt be a day of intensive,
fast-paced updates on renewable energy and
conservation topics. For more information,
contact: SEA of O., 2637 SW Water Avenue,
Portland, OR 97201; conference hotline—503/
224-7867.
The Spirit and Culture Program at Chinook
Learning Center is designed for people who
want to participate creatively in the revisioning
and reshaping of the world. It is a unique
opportunity to live and study with others who
share a commitment to finding real and lasting
solutions for our troubled planet. The Living
Earth is a program offered from September 30December 13. This program will work in depth

with nature and spirituality. The curriculum is
structured to help participants gain a deepened
regard for the earth as a living, interrelated
system. For more information, contact:
Chinook Learning Center, Box 57, Clinton,
WA 98236; 206/321-1884.
The Agroecology Program through the
University of California, Santa Cruz offers a
six-month Apprenticeship in Ecological
Horticulture April 1-September 30,1986 at the
Farm and Garden in Santa Cruz. Emphasis is
on hands-on learning with instruction in
horticultural methods, cultivar requirements,
and pest and disease identification and
control. Application deadline is December 5,
1985. For futher information, contact: Appren
ticeship, Box A, Agroecology Program,
University of California, Santa Cruz, CA
95064; 408/429-4140.
The Campbell Farm in Wapato, Washington, is
offering an Agricultural Ethics Conference
entitled Will There be Food For Tomorrow? to
be held November 7-9. Pastors, lay leaders,
farmers, social workers, and educators are
encouraged to attend. The keynote speaker
will be Dr. C. Dean Frendenberger, Professor
of International Development Studies at
Claremont. For more information, contact: the
Campbell Farm, Route 3, Box 3106, Wapato,
WA 98951.

BioCycle Magazine is sponsoring a workshop

called New Options for Recycling Solid Waste
to be held September 25-27 in Philadelphia.
Some of the subjects to be covered include
garbage burning incinerators, solid waste
composting, financing and legal issues, and
collection of recyclables. For more information,
contact: BioCycle, Box 351, Emmaus, PA 18049;
215/967-4135.
The Chinook Learning Community on Whidbey Island is hosting a conference on green
politics on November 15-17. For registration,
write to Chinook at Box 57, Clinton, WA 98236.

Page 38

RAIN

September/October 1985

RUSH
Ecodefense—Here is the book that has delight

ed the frustrated radical environmental activist
and shocked the more conventional conserva
tionist. But then, what else would one expect
from the folks at Earth First!? Ecodefense
contains "detailed, field-tested hints from
experts" on tree spiking, trashing billboards,
and "decommisioning" heavy equipment.
Also included are devious suggestions like
mailing heavily weighted business reply
envelopes and other means of increasing the
operating expenses of environmentally
unconcerned corporations. Some people draw
a line separating Ghandian non-violent
disobedience from vandalism. But does the
end justify the means? If an environmentally
irresponsible company is destroying land, is it
ethical to destroy the machinery of that land
destruction? The main value of Ecodefense may
lie in the ethical discussion it generates.
Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching,

edited by Dave Foreman with Forward! by Ed
Abby is available for $10 from: Earth First!, PO
Box 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703.
Agriculture's Scientific Symposia—Proceed
ings of the Institute for Alternative Agricul
ture's first two annual scientific symposia are
now available. The first, "Alternative Agricul
ture: An Introduction and Overview" was held
in Washington D.C. in March of 1984. The
symposium focused on ways alternative
agriculture systems benefit soil and water
conservation, fish and wildlife resources,
family farms, and international development.
The second, "Proposed 1985 Farm Bill Chang
es: Taking the Bias Out of Farm Policy"
reviews current U.S. farm policy and empha
sized farm bill changes that would slow or
even reverse the trend toward a production
system heavily dependent on energy and
chemical inputs. Copies of the proceedings are
available at $6 each, postpaid, from: The
Institute for Alternative Agriculture, 9200
Edmonston Road, Suite 117, Greenbelt, MD
20770; 301/441-8777.
State Legislature References—Reference
works on state governments are now available.
One, entitled "State Elective Officials and the
Legislatures 1985-86" is a directory of names,
parties, addresses, and districts of state
legislators throughout the country as of
January, 1985. The other, "State Legislative
Leadership, Committees and Staff 1985-86"
gives the names, addresses, and telephone
numbers of staff legislative leaders, commit
tees, chairpersons, staff officers, and staff
members. Each is available for $17.50 ($12.25
for state officials) from: The Council of State
Governments, Iron Works Pike, PO Box 11910,
Lexington, KY 40578.
Bus It to the Trailhead—For those of you
without a car, or who have had yours vanda
lized at the trail heads, the new addition of
"How to Get to the Wilderness Without A
Car" is for you. (The first edition was reviewed
in RAIN IX:5, page 22.) This book tells how to
reach national parks, wilderness areas, and
other backcountry trailheads in 11 western
states, British Columbia, Alberta, and the

Yukon using scheduled public transportation.
Included are scale maps and more information
on hiking and ski touring trips from public
transit terminals and 40 pages of appendices
listing additional sources of information. This
book is available for $9.95 plus $1 for postage
from: Lee Cooper, Frosty Peak Books, PO Box
80584, Fairbanks, AK 99708.
Colorful Recyclers—Earth Care Paper Compa
ny provides recycled stationary, notecards,
envelopes, and computer paper in a variety of
colors, weights, and sizes. Earth Care is the
only company in the U.S. that sells small
quantities of recycled paper through the mail
(large volume buyers have access to recycled
paper, but individuals, small businesses, and
nonprofit organizations do not). For futher
information contact: Carol and John Magee,
Earth Care Paper Company, 325 Beech Lane,
Harbor Springs, MI 49740; 616/526-7003.

Grandmothers for Peace—Grandmothers for
Peace share a fear that their grandchildren may
be the last generation on earth. They call for
the elimination of nuclear weapons throughout
the world. Grandmothers for Peace invite all
grandmothers, grandfathers, their families
and friends to join their organization. For more
information, contact: Grandmothers for Peace,
2708 Curtis Way, Sacramento, CA 95818.

Peacemakers—Educators interested in trying
to integrate the issues of nuclear war and the
struggle for world peace into their classrooms
have a new resource to draw upon. The Peace
Education Project (PEP), which maintains a
comprehensive library of materials on this
subject, will be based in Santa Cruz County
this year. Helene Oppenheimer, the national
coordinator of the project, operates a mobile
library of materials which concentrates on
three main subject areas: global awareness,
nuclear education, and non-violent conflict
resolution. She and her husband Mark have
Charge It On the Sun—Now charge your AA,
traveled more than 70,000 miles through 37
C, and D batteries with the sun! Solar Electric
states, bringing the library to schools across
Engineering has introduced a full line of
the country. The mobile library is possibly
portable solar battery chargers. These chargers
available for display in your community by
allow the user to charge two size C or D
contacting: Peace Education Project, PO Box
batteries at a time, or up to four AA. For more
information contact: Solar Electric Engineering, . 559, Felton, CA 95018,
Inc., 405 East "D" Street, Petaluma, CA 94952.
Seeds and Food Security—This is a report by
Sahabet Alam Malaysia (Friends of the Earth
Wildlife on the Farm—The Office of Technol
Malaysia) on one aspect of the "Green Revolu
ogy Assessment now offers workshop pro
tion" in Third World agriculture. The focus is
ceedings that discuss technologies that benefit
on high-yield varieties of seeds (HYVs) and
both agricultural production and wildlife
how the farmers in the Asia-Pacific region are
conservation. Results of these workshops
responding to HYVs and their problems. The
show wildlife habitat management and
report also recommends suitable action for
agricultural production need not be mutually
governments to ensure protection of seed
exclusive land uses. Copies of "Technologies
heritage and to minimise the adverse effects of
to Benefit Agriculture and Wildlife" are
HYV introduction in these countries.
available for $5 from U.S. Government Office,
Sahabet Alam Malaysia (SAM) is a grass
Superintendent of Documents, Washington,
roots, non-governmental organization in
DC 20402, stock # 052-003-00996-0.
volved with environmental protection and
conservation of natural resources in Malaysia
Dig Deep—The Deep Bed Farming Society
and the Asia-Pacific region. SAM publishes
(DBFS) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization
books and materials based on their work and
committed to researching and promoting the
research. For more information, contact:
Deep Bed System of horticulture. Its major
Sahabet Alam Malaysia, 37 Lorong Birch,
objectives are: to promote small-scale, ecologi
PULAU, Pinang, Malaysia.
cally sound farming operations, and to help
assure that farmers throughout the world are
Social Audit Manual—The co-operative
able to produce enough quality foods for all
sector's concern for social responsibility is
people while also receiving adequate financial
reflected in the newest publication of the Co
return. For futher information, contact: The
operative Union of Canada, entitled Social
Deep Bed Farming Society, 629 Sixth Street,
Auditing: a Manual for Co-operative Organizations.
Las Animas, CO 81054; 303/456-2582.
The manual discusses the social responsibilities
of cooperatives, provides a general description
Labeling Law—For those of you who eat food,
of the social audit process, and proposes a
something interesting has happened in
step-by-step approach to applying social
Oregon. Oregon Representative Dave Mcauditing in a co-op. It describes a social audit
Teague introduced the nation's first state
as similar in some respects to a financial audit,
Irradiated Food Retail Labeling Legislation,
but focusing on social rather than financial
which passed on June 17. All food irradiated
performance. Inquire about obtaining copies
and sold in Oregon will now contain the
from: North American Students of Coopera
following label:
tion, PO Box 7715, Ann Arbor, MI 48107.
WARNING: This product has been irradiated with
radioactive isotopes for purposes of preservation; the
health effects are unknown.

For more information, contact: Consumers
United for Food Safety, 5215 South Dawson,
Seattle, WA 98118.
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The Peace Poster
Is In!
the long-awaited peace
poster from Joel and Diane Schatz is
now available. This beautiful, multi
colored, 36” X 40" print presents a
mandala-shaped landscape with
contrasting images of war and peace,
done in typically witty and illuminat
ing Schatz style. $15

Peace Trek,
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